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Thoughts for the Week 
By  Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster  

In last week’s column I wrote about what teachers will be examining during our 
professional development day on Friday. One of our major sessions focused on a 
wonderful and practical book about teaching, Teach Like A Champion, by Doug Lemov, 
who is one of the founders of Uncommon Schools, a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to promoting effective school management. 
 

We read two chapters of his study on teaching: one on “Setting High Academic 
Expectations” and the other on “Building Trust and Character.”  The chapter on 
academic expectations presented classroom scenarios where teachers were managing 
environments that raised expectations and thus promoting student capacities and 
confidence. What is wonderful about this book is how it utilizes actual classroom 

experiences and situations as the examples of when and how opportunities for excellence arise in a class. 
 

Mr. Lemov divides this chapter into five technique sections: 'no opt out,’ ‘right is right,’ ‘stretch,’ ‘format 
matters,’ and ‘without apology.’  Each of these sections uses a classroom situation as a model to illustrate 
how that classroom technique raises expectations and so promotes high achievement. 
 

In one section, a student’s response to a teacher’s questions sets the stage for pushing the class to a higher 
level of analysis. For example (my example), when reading Shakespeare’s Hamlet, the class may be asked 
why Hamlet hesitates in exacting vengeance or justice for the murder of King Hamlet, and a student answers 
because Hamlet is afraid to act. Lemov’s point is that the teacher needs to recognize that, although the 
answer may be ‘correct,’ it can and should go deeper in exploring Hamlet’s feelings of hesitation. Perhaps 
the teacher could respond be asking why is he afraid. The student may say because he isn’t sure of what to 
do, the teacher reaches deeper with why isn’t Hamlet sure, and the student may respond that the 
information comes from a ghost, and the teacher reaching further may ask why that troubles him. And so on! 
 
The teacher’s role is to push the student’s answer deeper and deeper into the text until the idea has been 
fully explored. Raising the expectation leads to excellence and higher thinking, which leads to higher 
academic achievement. 
 

This example suggests to teachers that pushing a student deeper into explaining and exploring an idea 
creates a classroom environment that promotes excellence. It also creates the expectation that more 
complex thinking is required in order to achieve success in the class. A steady practice of this technique will 
indeed ensure that the culture of any classroom takes on the character and the culture of serious academic 
achievement. 
 
We all recognize that our schools and our society needs deeper and less shallow thinking. Let’s insure that 
every classroom strives for this level of academic achievement every day and with every student. 
 
Richard Marotta, Ph.D. 
Headmaster 



 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 
 Monday, Oct. 23-Friday, Oct. 27: United Nations Week 
 Tuesday, Oct. 24: Trip to United Nations & French Restaurant for Grade 8 
 Thursday, Oct. 26: Trip to United Nations & French Restaurant for Grades 4, 5 & 6 
 Tuesday, October 31: Jackson Heights Halloween Parade, 4:45 PM see p. 7 
 Friday, November 3: Marking Period 1 Ends 
 Thursday, November 9: Report Cards Distributed 
 Friday, November 10: Report Cards Returned 
 Wednesday, November 15: Parent/Teacher Conferences start at 3PM 

Families are encouraged to come and support Griffin sports teams! 

GO GRIFFINS! 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCCER       

Mon 10/30 Steiner Randell’s Island #54 4:00 

 

  

Merit Scholarship Exam Saturday, December 9th, 9:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information and forms: http://www.gardenschool.org/admissions/merit-scholarship-program/ 

 
Garden "Community" Site Improves Communication 
Garden parents use the Garden School website to access everyday information. The trouble is, it costs Garden School 

every time you use Google to find us and it can take a while to load and it is so many clicks to find what you want! We 

have a simple solution, the Garden Community Site! Click on or visit the link ON YOUR PHONE to check it out and save 

the icon to your phone homepage. Visit http://www.gardenschool.org/community/ and quickly access all the info you 

need! Save time and money! 

New for 2017-
2018 

Newsletter! 
 

Teacher and staff 
names by the 

articles are also 
email links! 

http://www.gardenschool.org/admissions/merit-scholarship-program/
http://www.gardenschool.org/community/
http://www.gardenschool.org/community/


 
 

Parent Teacher Association   
By:  Maria D'Amore, PTA President 

 

Dear Garden Families, 

The PTA has been super busy!  Halloween party planning is in full force.  This year, the PTA will fully fund all of the 

Halloween parties: Early Childhood (Nursery-Kindergarten), Lower Division (Grades 1-6) & the Upper Division (Grades 7-

12).  There is NO CHARGE and it will be filled with super fun events that will suit each of the age groups!  Care to 

volunteer? We need your help to make these events go smoothly! A HUGE thank you to all who have already stepped 

forward to volunteer.  Interested? Please contact me via text 718-517-0769 or PTA@GardenSchool.org 

 

Have you checked out our new sweatshirts? Sweatshirt orders will 

be accepted through Monday, October 23rd.  They are super cool, 

high durable quality and super warm.  Just perfect for the upcoming 

weather!  Please submit your order! 

 

    Thank you again for all of your continued support!  Feel free to 

contact us with any questions, any time! 

 

 

A Few Photos From International Night 
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Japan Club Bake Sale 
 

Food & Things 
 

On Sale! 
Wednesday, October 25th 

 

The Japan Club will be having a bake sale on 
Wednesday, October 25, throughout the school day.  
Please remember to bring money for the extensive 

assortment of food and sweets that we will offer. 
 
 
 

 
 

There will also be handmade items such as 

Halloween ghosts and origami.  Don’t miss out on 
this Halloween-themed event!!! 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Italy 2018 Travel Permission Slip 
(Click Here to See Trip Brochure Online) 

Name                

(Exactly As it appears on your passport. Attach a photocopy of passport and two passport photos) 
 

Passport               

                 (Origin).                             (Number).                      (Expiration) 
 

This is to certify that my son/daughter ____________________________will be traveling with Garden School 

to Italy from Friday, February 16, to Sunday, February 24. In the event of a medical emergency,  

I may be reached at: 
 

(Home)          phone__________________ 

         (Address, including zip code).                              (Cell)     

Office          phone__________________ 

         (Address, including zip code) 
 

The following is an alternate contact in the event that I cannot be reached: 

Name               

Address              

Phone         relationship     

 

My child’s Doctor is             

Address               

Phone number             
 

My child (.   ) regularly (.  )occasionally takes medication for the following conditions.   

If none write none 

               

              

Name of medication(s)             

My child is allergic to the following foods, medication, or inhalants: 

               

My medical insurance carrier is :            

Insurance #               
 

Gabriel Gomis, Amira Soifer, and Greig Roselli are authorized by me to administer the above medications to 

my child.  In the event that none of the above may be reached, the above mentioned chaperones are 

authorized to seek medical care and obtain treatment. 

 

___________________________    ________________________________, 

Date.                                                           Parent /Guardian signature 

Please return the permission slip, copy of passport and $200 for tips and chaperone costs.   

http://www.gardenschool.org/garden-school-upper-division-international-trip-italy-feb-2018/


 

March with Garden in this Year's Parade! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Meet at 4:45 pm on SE Corner of 
 37th Ave. and 89th Street. Jim Gaines for more details... 

 



 

Pre-K For All - Personal Growth Development 
By:   Vanessa Melendez  (PKFA Teacher)  
As we continue exploring our senses children investigated pumpkins and their seeds. Children counted seeds to answer 

mathematical questions such as more, less, and how many in all. They used their sense of touch to describe what they 

felt inside the pumpkin once it was carved using words such as, wet, moist, hard, smooth and sticky. Once the seeds were 

removed they were able to count and paste how many seeds and write the number independently. Children are able to 

focus on all areas of development when exploring their five senses. 

Nursery Science  

By:  Carmela Knopf (Nursery Teacher)  

Fall is in the Nursery classroom air!  We have been having fun watching the 

changes fall has brought us.  We've noticed the leaves changing colors, 

acorns falling from the trees and many of us have gone apple and pumpkin 

picking.  Our classroom now has some fall colors with our apple prints 

hanging on the walls and our fall wreaths on the windows.  

 

We also have done some fun projects to display at home such as our 

thumbprint pumpkin patch craft and a 5 little pumpkins sitting on a gate 

counting strip.  In our cooking class, we made pumpkins using English 

muffins, orange cream cheese, raisins, grapes, candy corn and chocolate 

chips.  Fun was had by all! 

 

Here are some of the books we have read to boost our lessons: Autumn's 

First Leaf by Steve Metzger, Fall Changes by Ellen B. Senisi, The Silly 

Scarecrow by Danielle Denega, I am a Leaf by Jean Marzollo, The Big Leaf 

Pile adapted by Josephine Page and Fresh Fall Leaves by Betsy Franco.  On 

the smart board, we enjoyed the 5 little pumpkins sitting on a gate and 

other fall songs.  Next week we have more pumpkin fun in store us... 

 

 

Pre - Kindergarten Science  

By:  Eileen Reyes (Dean, Early Childhood)  

As part of our social studies curriculum, the students in Pre-K have been 

identifying an awareness of self as an individual.  For some, this is their first 

experience being away from their family.  Learning to speak for themselves when 

asked a question, given a choice, or making decisions are the skills we have been 

working on and will continue to work on all year.  Families helped their children 

record their interests, favorites, and uniqueness when they decorated a poster 

while at home to share with their classmates.  This unit of study supports the 

Mission Statement which states, “We further believe that by recognizing each 

student’s individual identity, Garden School fosters the self-worth necessary to 

succeed."   

mailto:vmelendez@gardenschool.org
mailto:cvitiello@gardenschool.org
mailto:ereyes@gardenschool.org


 
In honor of Fire Safety Week, the topic of fire safety and 

emergency situations has been explored the past couple of 

weeks.  This is all done through books, songs, Smartboard 

activities, and dramatic play.  To follow up this unit of study, 

the Pre-K class took a walking trip to the fire house this past 

Monday.  The firefighters helped the children know how to 

recognize their uniforms, tools, equipment, and trucks as part 

of their fire safety lesson.  While some students were excited 

about this visit, others were a little nervous.  After getting to 

try on safety clothes, sit in the fire truck, and try out the 

equipment, mostly everyone left feeling like they just made 

some new friends in the community! 

 

 

Kindergarten Science  

By:  Lauren Yandow (Kindergarten Faculty)  

This week in science was all about the life cycle of a pumpkin! 

Since the season of Fall has begun, we have learned about 

different types of apples, their parts, and how they grow, as 

well as parts of a pumpkin and how they may be similar or 

different from those of an apple. We even went on a class 

trip to the farm to pick apples and pumpkins and explore 

what we have learned in school about these fruits.  

 

Last week, we cut open a real pumpkin and the students 

worked together to separate the pulp and seeds. It was 

messy fun! We then used the real pumpkin seeds and other 

art materials to create our own diagrams of the parts we see 

inside and outside of a pumpkin. After learning the 5 parts of 

a pumpkin, the skin, seeds, flesh, pulp, and stem, we began 

learning about how a pumpkin grows. Do pumpkins grow in 

the same way as an apple? What do they grow on? Students 

learned about the first two steps in the life cycle of a 

pumpkin: the seed and the sprout! We read informational 

texts and watched videos of real farmers opening up 

pumpkins and using the seeds to plant new pumpkin plants. 

We created a fun song to remember what is needed for this 

first step of planting a seed, "Soil, water, sun! Soil, water 

sun!" Students are working hard to create their own life cycle 

books while also learning to write and recognize these 

vocabulary words. Next week we will learn about the vine 

stage, flower stage, and green pumpkin stage of the life cycle 

before we finally see the fully grown orange pumpkin!  

mailto:lyandow@gardenschool.org


 

Grades 1-3 World Languages - Mandarin 

By:  Kelly Jie (Mandarin Teacher)  

In this unit, students will be able to identify members of their families. They begin to understand the cultural differences 

between Chinese and American families. The unit also reinforces the kindergarten curriculum of counting numbers.  

At the conclusion of this unit, each child will have the opportunity to present her or his family tree poster to the class, 

using the vocabulary and patterns learned to introduce their families, in Chinese without any assistance from the teacher 

or peers. (e.g., my family has __ people; This is dad; This is my grandpa; I have a dad, a mom, etc.). 

Grade 4-6 Social Studies  

By:  Jackie Renner (Social Studies Teacher)  

Fourth Grade Social Studies has been traveling through a brief history of the United 

States and its government before exploring the five regions of the United States. The 

students have read about Native Americans, European explorers, and colonization. 

They discussed the positive and negative impacts of European contact with Native 

Americans.  Students then summarized ideas and events that led to independence 

through a cause and effect activity. 

During a double period, the students worked in small groups to research the Louisiana 

Purchase and the Lewis and Clark expedition to create a brochure including definitions, 

maps, and diagrams. They were able to explain the Louisiana Purchase and its effect on 

the United States and list the discoveries of Lewis and Clark. Working in the small 

groups provided an opportunity to practice problem solving and cooperation.  

Discussions were heard debating character traits of Sacagawea and the definition of 

expedition. A favorite activity was drawing a comic strip 

to demonstrating the acquisition of the Louisiana Purchase.  Next week, the class will 

be reading about the Civil War. 

What character traits might an explore have? Bravery, wisdom, confidence, 

perseverance, adventurous? These were some of the ideas generated by the fifth grade 

students to begin their study the age of exploration beginning with the Vikings, 

Portuguese explorers, and the explorers from  Spain.  Students completed a chart listing 

explorers, their country of origin, and their achievements and accomplishments. With 

their partners, they created a list of pros and cons for settling in the colony of new 

Spain. From this list, Individuals chose a side and prepared a speech to convince others 

to either settle in the new colony or remain in Europe. 

 

The Columbian exchange was introduced today with a PowerPoint presentation and 

will continue through next week with a map activity and a written response. The next 

topic will be settlements taking route, the students are looking forward to a simulation 

activity to discover whether or not they would survive living in the Jamestown colony.  

mailto:jyang@gardenschool.org
mailto:jrenner@gardenschool.org


 
No longer hunter gatherers, the six graders have developed agriculture and are 

beginning to form a civilization. How will they know when they have been 

successful? The students will have to evaluate your civilization based on the eight 

features of civilization such as cities, a well organized government, and job 

specialization. The class has the find each of the features and identify examples of 

them In passages about ancient cities. Impairs the students are creating their own 

civilization in which they will give examples of all a few shares within their 

civilization. They are busy designing examples of art and architecture, creating a 

form of government, and establishing a new religion. 

An Ongoing simulation activity has been taking place in class. The students begin in small hunter gatherer bands of 4 

students. They were than present in situations which required each group to reach decision. Based on their decision their 

clan gained or lost members. After one more round as members of a city students will be able to calculate how well they 

survived from Hunter gatherers to citizens will specialized jobs. 

Grade 5 and 6 Field Trip to Camp Herrlich 
By: Phil D'Anna (Language Arts)  
This year, Garden School brought the fifth and sixth graders back to 

Camp Herrlich in Putnam County, where they have engaged in 

science-focused classes run by the camp’s knowledgeable staff for 

years. During the three-day excursion, the students were broken into 

groups where they learned alongside their peers in an outdoor 

experiential setting. They visited the camp’s petting zoo where they 

learned about the habitats and lifestyles of goats, pigs, ducks, hens, 

chickens, and were able to feed the animals. In addition to the hands-

on experience with the animals, the students also learned about 

alternative energy sources, geology, astronomy, orienteering, and ecology. At 

nighttime, students ventured into the woods on a guided night hike, made a 

campfire, and roasted marshmallows while listening to spooky stories.  

 

During free time between classes, students organized their own soccer 

matches (which were played fiercely), played together on the swings and 

playground, learned tetherball, and played life-sized chess games. These small-

group classes and times of free play helped students make new friends, 

strengthen ties with one another, and share their own experiences.  

 

Reflecting on her time at Camp Herrlich, fifth grader Sophia Marn said, “I made 

new friends and saw so much wildlife. We went on many fun adventures at the 

beach and in the woods. We learned how to use a compass…they treat 

everyone with respect and honor. I enjoyed Camp Herrlich!”  

 

The resounding pleas of students begging not to leave or to come back again next year is proof that the time spent there 

was memorable for each and every person. We look forward to another great trip next year where students will be able 

to mirror these same sentiments. 



 

Grade 7 and 8 Physical Education 

By:  Flance Dervishi (Physical Education Teacher)  

Regular season soccer games ended last week. The majority of 

students performed very well. We are now in the playoff week 

of elimination. 

Each team is designed to even out skill levels. We want each 

student to be involved in the game and to have a part to play for 

their team. We work on passing the ball and understanding the 

rules of soccer and teamwork is a must during class and games. 

After a long week of Tournament soccer, we crowned a 

champion for each grade. Soccer season was very competitive 

and exciting for everyone. 

Next week, we will start our basketball unit and everyone is 

excited. I am looking forward to the basketball unit myself! 

                       Our Seventh Grade Soccer Champs! 

Grade 9 Math - Geometry 

By:  Sonia Ambarsom (Mathematics Faculty) 

Ninth graders in Geometry are proving triangles congruent and exploring the ways in which this can be done. 

 

They began with the essentials, namely, defining the meaning of congruence and viewing examples of various 

congruences on the Smartboard. Once they became familiar with the common images and/or figures, I began giving 

problems in which the image was not provided, thus, forcing them to rely solely on the given information and draw 

conclusions based on that information. Now, they can truly understand what I said to them in the beginning of the year: 

Geometry is not just an area of study in mathematics, but it is also a way of thinking! 

 

Grade 9 Math - Geometry 

By:  Lauren Little (Mathematics Faculty) 

In Geometry Honors, we have been working on proving triangles congruent. We started with a fun activity where the 

students had to match congruent shapes to help them understand the meaning of congruence. Since then we have been 

discussing the different postulates that imply that two triangle are congruent, as well as when we do not have enough to 

say that two triangles are congruent. Next, we will be using congruent triangles to prove that parts of the triangles are 

congruent and to find the measure of the angles or length of the sides of the triangles.  

 

Grade 10 Math 

By:  Sonia Ambarsom (Mathematics Faculty) 

Tenth graders are working on inequalities and solving for values which satisfy a particular inequality. For the most part, 

when the students were asked to solve a problem, there was usually one (and only one) solution. In the case of 

inequalities, there can be many solutions. In addition, the have been practicing how to write this solution set: graphing on 

a number line, interval notation and set notation.  

mailto:fdervishi@gardenschool.org
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Grade 11 and 12 Fine Arts Elective  

By:  Christopher Zelles (Art Teacher, Fine Arts Department, Chair) 

The 11th and 12th grade students that are taking Art Theory have just completed their self portraits.  Instead of doing a 

traditional self -portrait the students were encouraged to attempt something creative and outside the box, that  would 

not only look like them, but also show the viewer something about their personalities.  The results (if you look below) 

have been wonderful and the students took a great deal of time and pride while working on this project.   

 

For our next project they will be working on illustrating  Latin phrases.  Here, students will do a visual interpretation of 

the Latin phrase of their choice while trying to be as abstract as possible.  Many of the students are completing their 

rough drafts and they are very encouraging! 
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