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Thoughts for the Week 
By  Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster  

Tonight we will be holding our Annual Gala at Terrace on the Park, beginning at 
6:30pm. This is our biggest fundraising and community event in our school year.  
 
By participating in this event, whether by attending, donating, or bidding online from 
home, we will be demonstrating our love and commitment to Garden School, its 
missions, its families and its history. 
 
Please join me tonight for the splendid celebration and act of support to our beloved 
school. 
 

GARDEN GALA 2016 

 



 
DATES TO REMEMBER:    

 Wednesday, March 1: 2017-2018 Financial Aid Applications Deadline! 

 All FA applications should be turned into the Business Office by this time. Please contact Ms. Maisano at 

 mmaisano@gardenschool.org if you have any questions or need more time 

 Friday, March 31: Garden Gala at Terrace on the Park SAVE THE DATE! Click here for tickets! 

 Friday, March 31: Marking Period #3 Ends 

 Wednesday, April 5th: 8:15 am Coffee + treats with the "Marketeers"! Learn and share with 

Marketing Committee! 

 Thursday, April 6: Report Cards Distributed 

 Friday, April 7: Report Cards Returned 

 Monday, April 10 – Monday, April 17: School Closed for Spring Break 

 Tuesday, April 18: School Resumes 

 

Garden School Marketing Committee "Marketeers" Invite you for Coffee 
Wednesday, April 5th at 8:15 am after drop-off 

Do you have skills in web design? Graphic design? Copy editing? Marketing know-how? Can you volunteer a small 
amount of your time, talent and resources to Garden's Marketing Committee to help make Garden School even better 
for our students? You are invited to come and share your experience and perspective and to learn more about Garden 
School marketing and the Garden School Marketing Committee.  
 

 What is Garden's marketing message, 

 What is Garden doing now to reach out to families with this message, 

 What are our plans to develop our marketing reach in the future, and 

 What can you do to help us and what do YOU and your child get in return? 
 

Join us to listen or to share. Contact Jim Gaines at jgaines@gardenschool.org for more information. 

 

Garden School High School Black History Month Assembly 
Students Watch Documentary "13th" with and Discuss Issues with Cory Greene 

On Thursday, March 30th, Garden School high school students 

gathered to watch filmmaker Ava DuVernay's powerful 

documentary "13th". This film explores the history of racial 

inequality in the United States, focusing on the fact that the 

nation's prisons are disproportionately filled with African-

Americans. 

After the film, students discussed the film with Mr. Cory Greene, 

9th grade parent and co-founder of H.O.L.L.A., "How Our Lives 

Link Altogether", an organization working for "a world where 

young people from historically oppressed communities are 

engaged in movements for social justice and resistance." 

We thank Mr. Greene for joining us to guide the discussion, 

answer questions, and inspiring and enlightening everyone. 

NEXT WEEK! 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E41732&id=2
mailto:jgaines@gardenschool.org
https://holla-inc.com/
https://holla-inc.com/


 
 

Pre-K For All Language Arts  
By:   Mosammat Khalid (PKFA Teacher)  
This week, we are finishing our book unit in all PKFA classes. During the month of 

March, the children were being introduced to several different authors such as Dr. 

Seuss, Eric Carle, Leo Leoni, Mo Willems, and Ezra Jack. We have read a collection of 

books to them written by some of these authors. They have learned about the parts 

of books, roles of authors and illustrators, characters, setting of a story, and even 

how books are made. We talked about how two books of the same author were 

similar and different. Children celebrated their class book by reading their favorite 

part which they made throughout the month. They are also excited about the Art 

show where they shared their illustrations from their favorite children’s book.  

 

Nursery Science  

By:  Carmela Knopf (Nursery Teacher)  

Science was a fun unit for nursery this week. We explored our five senses: sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch. Every 

day we read books, colored a flip book page and experimented with the sense being taught in a center:  

 Sight - we looked to see what different objects were in our 

classroom. We found a calendar, tables, chairs,  Smartboard, 

artwork on the walls and lots of toys. 

 Hearing - we played and listened to different instruments such 

as a bongo drum, tambourine, Maracas, sand blocks, bells, 

rhythm sticks and cymbals. 

 Smell - we took turns identifying foods such as oranges, 

ketchup, strawberry yogurt, and different cereals using our 

sense of smell. We also smelled perfume. 

 Taste - we had a spread of different foods that we tasted such 

as cucumbers, turkey, cheese, vanilla pudding, apple, jelly, and 

Cinnamon Toast Crunch cereal.  

 Touch - we touched rice, sea shells, kinetic sand and sticky 

tape.  The kinetic sand was a favorite for all! 

A series of books we used to help us learn about our five senses is named The Five Senses by Maria Rius. These books 

contain pictures and explanations about the mechanics of the body such as the eyes, nose, ears, tongue and hands.  

They gave examples that young children can relate to and are written in short simple sentences. We also read Five 

Senses, a mini board book pack, by Annie Kubler. These books have pictures and introduce science in a wonderfully 

simple way for early learners! 

 

 

 



 

Pre - Kindergarten Science  

By:  Eileen Reyes (Dean, Early Childhood)  

Looking for signs of spring is what the Pre-K has been doing this past week. 

The first thing the children noticed is the fact that it stays lighter out longer each day. 

This is because there is more sunlight in the spring therefore it is warmer. Rainy days, 

windy days, growing buds, and blooming flowers are some of the signs of spring that 

the students have been watching. Books on migration, animal babies being born or 

hatched, and insects are being read to help with further spring observations.  

Signs of spring were also seen in our centers this week. Baby birds were being fed in 

our creatively made nest using yarn and tweezers in the science center. Colorful tissue 

paper flowers were made in our art center. Baby animals were cared for in our block 

center, and Moms and Babies Matching Game was played in the literacy center. We 

read: Spring by Tonya fracture, Let's Find Out About Spring by Martha and Charles 

Schob, Signs of Spring and by Justine Korman Fontes, My Spring Robin by Ana Rockwell, 

and And Then It's Spring by Julie Fogliano. 

Kindergarten Science  

By:  Lauren Yandow (Kindergarten Faculty)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week in Kindergarten, the students began a science unit on the water cycle! This unit is very appropriate for this 

time of year because we are now in a new season where we see lots of rain: spring! 

Discussing our new season and the weather we experience during this time of year led us into the study of precipitation, 

one process within the water cycle. Not only did we discuss rain as one form of precipitation, but we also discussed 

other forms that we may see during other seasons including snow, hail, and sleet. We discussed how we can use rain to 

create art or experiment. Students created what we called "rain art" by first using watercolor paint to create a colorful 

design on paper and then putting their paintings outside in the rain! It was a new and exciting way to create art and also 

be a little silly at the same time! Students made predictions about what they thought would happen to their paintings in 

the rain. In the science center, we used cotton balls, water, and droppers as a hands on way to understand how rain falls 

from clouds. Once a cloud is too heavy with water, it bursts with water droplets! Students added water to their cotton 

ball clouds and watched as the clouds got heavier and heavier with water and then eventually began to precipitate on 

their own! We pretended to make thunderstorms by squeezing our clouds and making it rain a lot at one time! We look 

forward to learning about the process of evaporation and condensation next week.   



 

Grades 1-3 World Languages - Mandarin 

By:  Kelly Jie (Mandarin Teacher)  

Students in grades 1 to 3 are gaining the ability to identify 

different rooms and match furniture or objects appropriately 

with the rooms in Chinese. They are building their house and 

room vocabulary and developing their ability to say what is in a 

room or house. 

I put up series of room pictures from IKEA, and went through the 

room cards one by one, asking the student to name the rooms in 

Chinese. We worked on correct pronunciation and sentence 

stress where necessary. Then we chose one of the room cards, 

talked about it using "there is". For example: "in the bathroom 

there is a bath", or "...there are some towels". In the end of the 

unit, student work in pairs to create their dream home, and will 

present to the class using the learned words. 

Grade 4-6 Social Studies  

By:  Jackie Renner (Social Studies Teacher) 

How does where we live affect who we are? As the fourth grade learns about the Midwest region of the United States, 

they are answering this question. Students are able to describe the Midwest. They can identify and discuss the major 

rivers and bodies of water in the Midwest. To help learn the states and capitals, they have been listening to a rock song, 

The State I'm In and participating in matching activities in small groups and on the SmartBoard. They have discussed how 

The Midwest land and climate make it a productive agricultural area and how people interact with and change the 

environment in order to obtain resources.  

Next week the class will summarize the history of settlement in the Midwest including migration within, the United 

States immigration from other countries, and displacement of Native Americans. They will also take a virtual field trip to 

cultural attractions that the Midwest offers tourists and its residents.  

What are the costs and benefits of growth? The fifth grade has answered this question as they have traveled west. The 

students analyzed how new transportation systems affected how and where people settled. They described the concept 

of manifest destiny as an understanding by Americans that their nation would extend to the Pacific coast. They 

summarized the events of the war with Mexico and its effect in the expansion of the United States. Through a map 

activity students were able to identify the variety of routes to the west and why people traveled them.  

The classes enjoyed an Oregon Trail simulation. They were presented with different situations along the trail, such as 

how to cross the Platte river, what to use for fuel, and what to do about food. Their choices added or subtracted points. 

Most students were smart travelers and reached Oregon with their families to start a new settlement. 

Why do people move? The sixth grade is answering this question as they study the Roman Empire. The students 
explained the features and benefits of Roman practical achievements such as roads and aqueducts. They have identified 
main ideas about Roman culture and its legacy. Students were challenged to find social studies and science words that 



 
have Latin roots as an example of legacy. The week is ending with the sequence of events in the history of early 
Christianity.  
 
During our double periods this week, students researched attractions in Roman Empire to create an advertisement. 

Popular attractions included the Colosseum, Pompeii, aqueducts, and gladiators. Students also wrote a creative piece to 

describe what visitors would see and do. Some of the slogans were There's No Place Like Rome and Keep Calm and 

Rome On. 

Grade 7 and 8 Physical Education 

By:  Cherie Wangenstein (Physical Education Teacher) 

Seventh and Eighth grade just finishing up their pillow pollo unit. Each class finished 

with an exciting tournament, and also had students more involved by having them 

referee games. Our next three units until the end of the year are going to be focused 

on Garden team athletic sports such as  soccer, basketball, and tennis.  

Also in addition, we are going to do an Olympic base setting were classes will be 

divided into four equal teams. Then each team will compete for the gold medal. They 

will compete in games such as pillow pollo, volleyball, soccer and basketball. Also 

students will be involved were they will be referees and publicist. 

Grade 9 Math - Geometry 

By:  Sonia Ambarsom (Mathematics Faculty) 

The ninth grade geometry has been learning the relationship between circles, 

tangents, secants, and chords. This will lead to more investigation with circles and 

inscribed and circumscribed polygons.  

The tenth grade are learning the trigonometric sums, specifically their sums and 

differences. This will help them in graphing these functions on the coordinate plane. 

 

Grade 10 Math 

By:  Sarah Blakeley (Mathematics Teacher) 

Over the past month you've been studying right triangles. Right triangles are the Johnny Depp of the geometry world. 

They show up everywhere, but you can't always recognize them. And once they're in the problem, they add something 

special. 

After a grueling week of reviewing the rules relating to radical operations and simplification, we applied those rules to 

the Pythagorean theorem, and investigating the properties of special right triangles. Now we have started preparing for 

11th grade by learning how to use trigonometry to find the missing sides or angles of a right triangle. 

 

 



 
 

Grade 11 and 12 Fine Arts Elective  

By:  Tiina Prio (Art Teacher, Fine Arts Department, Chair) 

The Elective class artists are busy working on a number of 

projects. Besides a poster advertising a  worthy future 

fundraiser and a design for the Walk-a-Thon, the backdrop for 

the Spring Fling Show is in the works.  

After the design is approved the massive undertaking will 

begin. Many skills are used when drawing and painting the 

backdrop which onlookers do not consider when viewing the 

completed scenery. It is comparison/observational proficiency 

to the max. Recreating an 8 ½ “  x 11” illustration into a 20 x 

30 foot canvas is the quintessence of art because one uses the 

left and right brain at the same time. 

David Revoy, a digital artist, states that, ”this capacity to create meaningful illusions will train your mental intelligence 

(memory, management, decision) but also your emotional intelligence (feelings, emotions, subconscious), this is a 

complete exercise requiring knowledge, observation, imagination.” It’s not easy by any means but the Elective Class 

artists are amazing! 

 

 

 

 

  
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information and registration forms are available online on Garden School's Summer Camp Page. 

See Registration Form on next page. >>> 

http://www.gardenschool.org/programs/summer/


 

Garden School Summer Camp Registration 
 

Student Name:        Gender: ____ DOB:     

Grade in Sept. 2016:    School:       T-Shirt Size:     

Parent Name(s):              

Address:               

                 

Home Phone:      Cell Phone:        

Email 1:        Email 2:        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Mother' s Name & Business No: _________________   _  (      ) ___ ____ 

Contact person if Parents unavailable Name & Telephone No: ________________________________________ 

Father's Name & Business No _________________  ___  _  (      ) __ _____ 

A non-refundable deposit of $600 secures a place for your child.  The balance of the total summer fee must be 

paid in full by May 27th,2017. Payment can be made by cash , check , MasterCard , Visa or American Express. 

Parent Signature:               

How did you hear about our Program?__________________________________      

Scan/send to: campdirector@gardenschool.org   Fax to: (718) 565-1169 Apply online: 

www.gardenschool.org/summer 

 

Circle your week of interest @ $600 per week: 
 

Week 1 June 26    Week 5 July 24 

Week 2 July 3 (4 days)   Week 6 July 31 

Week 3 July 10     Week 7 August 7 

Week 4 July 17     Week 8 August 14 

Choose your program:          RATE 
 Nursery (Ages 1.5 to 3)    # of Days____     AM/PM Full     $______ 

 Junior (Ages 3-4)               # of Days____     AM/PM Full     $______ 

 Intermediate (Ages 5-6)  # of Days____     AM/PM Full     $______ 

 FAST Specialty (Ages 7 to 13) 

IMPORTANT: PLEASE CHOOSE AND CIRCLE YOUR SPECIALTY BELOW 

Fine Arts Academics Sports  Technology 
  Second Child - Deduct 10% Less Discount     $______ 
 

Total # of weeks: ____    x $600 =      $_____+ 

Add transportation option (circle one/two way below) x $125 per week        $_____ 

Round Trip Bus / One way Bus-AM or PM                 TOTAL FEE:
 =   $______ 

www.gardenschool.org/summer


 

 13.5 million people in Syria need humanitarian 

assistance due to a violent civil war. 

 4.9 million Syrians are refugees, and 6.1 million are 

displaced within Syria; half of those  are children. 

 Children affected by the Syrian conflict are at risk of 

becoming ill, malnourished, abused, or exploited. 

Millions have been forced to quit school 

 More than 700,000 Syrian refugee children in 

neighboring countries are not going to school even 

though they should be. Inside the country, the 

situation is even worse: One quarter of all schools are 

not used for educational purposes anymore, and 

50,000 education professionals no longer work in 

their jobs - they fled the country, died or joined the 

fighting. That is why 2.1 million Syrian school children 

do not have the possibility to attend class. 

 Half of Syria's school children aren't in school. Some 

of them have never been in school; others have 

missed up to five years.  

 What we can do: Help Providing protection, 

education, health care, food, water and supplies. 

WORLD RELIEF CLUB 
Syrian Children Education Fund 

 

4 Ways to Donate: 

1. World Relief Club GoFundme: 

https://www.gofundme.com/world-

relief-club-syrian-children 

 

2. Our Garden Relief Club Save the 

Children Page: Click link to visit 

 

3. Bring your donation directly to the 

School Office 

 

4-Please bring any change you can 

spare for our “Pennies for Peace” 

Jars located in school. 

 

If you need more information, please 

do not hesitate to contact Arianna 

Nieto, Anthony Pedone or Merna 

Hagar at 

 

gardenreliefclub@gmail.com 

 

Please help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

DONATE NOW! 

https://www.acaps.org/country/syria
https://www.acaps.org/country/syria
https://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
https://www.gofundme.com/world-relief-club-syrian-children
https://www.gofundme.com/world-relief-club-syrian-children
http://www.savethechildren.org/faf/search/searchTeamPart.asp?ievent=1091398&lis=1&kntae1091398=E9BE739A9CF34A8B8C2A596143AABE33&team=6914366&_ga=1.181916452.261038784.1488900429&msource=wewscwww1112
http://www.savethechildren.org/faf/search/searchTeamPart.asp?ievent=1091398&lis=1&kntae1091398=E9BE739A9CF34A8B8C2A596143AABE33&team=6914366&_ga=1.181916452.261038784.1488900429&msource=wewscwww1112
mailto:gardenreliefclub@gmail.com
http://www.savethechildren.org/faf/home/waiver.asp?ievent=1091398&lis=1&kntae1091398=A701EA5C831F474A90FF4CB62D81115B
http://www.savethechildren.org/faf/home/waiver.asp?ievent=1091398&lis=1&kntae1091398=A701EA5C831F474A90FF4CB62D81115B

