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Thoughts for the week 

By Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster 
 

The Guild is the association of the Heads of New York City independent schools; 

this association meets three times per year in Manhattan to discuss emerging 

issues in the world of independent schools as well as educational and political 

matters that may have an impact on our schools. At our meeting this past 

Wednesday evening, an interesting discussion about leadership took place among a 

group seated together for dinner. 

Heads of independent schools often think about the idea of leadership in all of its 

complex permutations. In fact, the most recent issue of Independent School, 

published by NAIS, focused on the idea of leadership from  many perspectives, 

including the daily implementation of leadership skills as well as the long term strategic leadership role 

played by the head of school. 

As I think about what leadership means, it seems to me that it really is a matter of creating an environment 

in which others can perform at the highest level. There is essentially no difference between being teacher 

and a head in terms of the daily and long-term creation of a productive environment. A teacher needs to 

create a classroom environment, a learning context, in which students can develop their skills, the sense of 

the world and their sense of themselves. A teacher who establishes this learning culture has achieved the 

success of the classroom leader. 

The same is true for the Head. If the Head of School can create an environment that allows others to thrive 

and flourish in their work, then the Head has succeeded. Leadership in my view is not about power; in fact 

power is the least of its attributes. It is about responsibility and the implementation of that responsibility 

within the community of learners. Mark Luria, the Executive Director of NYSAIS has as his guiding motto 

that “leadership is creating an environment in which others can do their best.” I think that Dr. Luria has 

expressed this in exactly the right way. Leadership creates environments that engender success. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 Monday, April 27 : College Fair for Juniors at UNIS 

 Tuesday, April 28: Parent Teacher Association (PTA) meeting - Library, 6:00 PM - All parents welcome 

 Monday, May 4 to Wednesday, May 6: Washington, DC & Gettysburg Trip for Grades 5, 6 and 7 

 Monday, May 11: Dance Recital in the gym - All welcome to attend 

 Wednesday, May 13: Walk-A-Thon - All-school event - Please join us! 

 Friday, May 15: Caumsett State Park Trip for 4th Grade (Tentative) 

 Tuesday, May 19: "Spring Fling" Lower Division Theater Production, "Into The Woods" 

 Thursday, May 21: Senior Prom at the St. Regis 

 Friday, May 22: Senior Breakfast 

 Monday, May 25: School Closed for Memorial Day 

 Tuesday, May 26: Senior Dinner 

 Thursday, May 28: Music Recital in the library - All welcome to attend 

 Thursday, May 28: Upper Division Yearbook Dance 

 Monday, June 1 – Friday, June 5 : Upper Division Final Exams 

 Tuesday, June 2: Lower Division Talent Show 

 Friday, June 5: Moving Up Ceremonies – Kindergarten (9AM) and Grade 6 (10:30AM) 

 Friday, June 5: NOON Dismissal  

 

PLEASE Return Your Enrollment Agreements ASAP! 

The deadline for returning enrollment agreements has passed. If you have not already 

returned your agreement, your child's place has not been secured for next year. Even if you 

are not in a position to return the agreement at this time, it is imperative that you inform the 

school of your intent to enroll. Contact the Front Office as soon as possible and make every 

effort to return your agreement early next week. Thank you! 
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Science for Early Childhood  

By: Eileen Reyes (Pre-K Teacher) 

Young children sense the changes in seasons by experiencing changes in family habits.  

Off come the heavy sweaters, coats and gloves from the fierce winter, and out come 

the short-sleeved shirts, umbrellas and sunglasses for the coming spring.  And then 

there are a myriad of questions as children are filled with new sights and sounds. 

The Early Childhood Cluster has been observing and describing the characteristics of 

living things.  The students share their observations in various ways such as discussing, 

drawing, and writing.  Each classroom has caterpillars that have been growing each day 

for the children to identify similarities and differences of living and non-living things.  

Learning about the life cycle of plants and animals is an important way for the children 

to fully understand about living things and how they are important to the Earth, our 

home.  Watching the life cycle of the butterfly has made the children realize that our 

caterpillars will eventually need a permanent place to live once they become 

butterflies.  

Students planted plants that attract butterflies in flower pots, planting boxes, and our garden behind the Early 

Childhood Center of our school on Earth Day.  Earth Day also inspired lessons on ways to help save our planet.  New 

vocabulary words such as reduce, reuse, recycle, and conserve were used while the children learned ways that they can 

contribute to helping the Earth. 

Join with your child to experience the wonders of nature.  Plant at home and watch seeds grow.  Enjoy your backyard 

garden, or walk through city parks.  Take a stroll through your neighborhood and enjoy conversations with you child 

about sights, sounds, observations, and seasonal changes. 

Mandarin for Grades 1 to 3 

By: Kelly Jie (Mandarin Teacher) 

In our multiple-lesson unit, students are gaining the ability to recognize Chinese characters of multiple types of foods 

and drinks (common from China and America) and use this vocabulary in expressions of identification, description, 

volition, and general communication. Initially, students interpret and react to pictures, stories and illustrations. Then, 

students interact with their classmates by identifying foods, asking for a variety of foods and drinks, and describing the 

foods. 

Beside learning various food, we also add snack food in our unit. In this unit, Students can Identify various snack 

foods; share likes and dislikes about snack foods; label images (not necessarily write the words) and recognize or read 

high frequency words. 

At the conclusion of this unit, students will present a menu as if in a restaurant to order simple foods by preference in 

Chinese.  
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Social Studies for Grade 4 

By: Philip D’Anna (Language Arts & Social Studies Teacher) 

The fourth grade has covered a lot of ground in the past two months. Since February, the class has traveled west from the 

northeast region directly to the Midwest. There, we investigated 

the interior plains and great lakes. Through our studies, we 

uncovered the effects of the lake effect, the cause of the 

Midwest’s mild climate. After exploring the Midwest for several 

weeks we have ventured back south to the southwest region. 

Though drastically fewer in number of states, the southwest 

region actually covers more land than the entire northeast 

region! During this unit the fourth grade will learn how life forms 

– plants, animals, and people – adapt to live in the desert region. 

Consistent with our yearly plan, the students will also learn the 

capitals, abbreviations, and locations of each of the four states. 

We will continue to work swiftly through our areas of study in the last few weeks of school. It is imperative that, despite 

spring fever, the class remain focused, diligent, and attentive. In preparation for fifth grade, writing to explain information 

will become more prevalent on exams and on homework. Keep up the good work, fourth grade! 

 

Social Studies for Grade 5 

By: Sarah O’Sullivan (Language Arts & Social Studies Teacher) 

Manifest Destiny was the theme of the week as the fifth grade embarked on an intellectual journey about how the 

United States expanded its borders. 

To ensure that each individual learner understands how the political boundaries changed, we created maps of the 

United States. Students utilized an interactive map on the smart board which showed how the Political boundaries 

changed throughout American history. They color coded the map for each purchase, political treaty or peace treaty that 

led to the United States gaining lands. In addition, students researched and presented themselves as important 

historical figures from this period and performed live interviews in front of their classmates. The students were surprised 

at the diverse group of people that traveled out west during the 1800's.  

This was a thoughtful, student-based unit which led a diverse group of learners to acquire several facts and comprehend 

historical concepts. Next week, we dissect the events leading to the Civil War. 
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Social Studies for Grade 6 

By: Philip D’Anna (Language Arts & Social Studies Teacher) 

We’ve adopted several new methods of inquiry in sixth grade social studies. 

Lately, we’ve not only read through our textbook to understand significant 

events, but we’ve also introduced works of art, History Channel 

documentaries, and various nonfiction texts to augment our learning. 

Learning does not happen in a vacuum and so cannot follow only one 

method of instruction. Each sixth grade student internalizes information in 

different ways and at different rates; multimodal instruction extends 

opportunity for growth to the entire class. 

As we’ve continued to discuss this year, explanatory writing is a major 

component of our social studies class. This style of writing is different from writing in language arts. In language arts, we 

sequence events, describe characters’ feelings and experiences, and ultimately summarize a story. Conversely, social 

studies writing requires thorough explanation of historical events. This week in class, we’ve discussed using key 

vocabulary to guide explanations of major concepts. The sixth grade has worked hard throughout the year to tackle this 

challenge. I am confident that, in the last 6 weeks of school, they will continue to challenge themselves and strengthen 

this necessary skill. 

 

Physical Education for Grades 7 and 8 

By: Flance Dervishi (Athletics Director) 

We have started our Volleyball Unit in PE class. Before we can get into our regular season games, the kids have to learn 

the rules of Volleyball and the proper ways of getting the ball over the net. 

The first thing we worked on is rotating the right way. Rotation, if not fully understood, can be a very confusing part of 

the game. Positions are numbered one through six, starting with the server in the back right corner, then going in a 

counter-clockwise direction. 

We worked on the proper way of bumping and setting the ball and did a week of drills. The hardest parts of Volleyball is 

the serve,  serving the correct way and getting it over the net is very difficult for the kids at this age, it will take a little 

longer for us to serve the ball the correct way which we’ll continue working on next week. Soon, we will begin our 

regular season games and then a tournament to finish the unit.  
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Adventure Park Trip for Grades 7 and 8 

By: John Hale (Science Teacher) 

On Monday, April 20, our Middle School students in 7th and 8th grade went on a 

wonderful field trip to Adventure Park of Long Island, a well-known adventure 

course. This trip is a thrilling culmination of our "Double 4" group challenge activities 

this year. Garden School's "Double 4 Program" (so named as it takes place when the 

double falls in  4th period around lunch and recess) is designed to support a positive 

and healthy community atmosphere within the Middle School. Some of the Double 4 

activities are inspired from Project Adventure. Project Adventure stresses teamwork, 

communication and confidence by training students on how to solve both physical and 

mental challenges as a team. The program is designed around two of the three 

concepts we at Garden School want the students to keep in mind. The first is 

"Cooperation" and the second is "Trust in the Team". 

The third concept we introduce in Double 4 activities is "Trust in Yourself".  The 

Adventure Park facility is designed to challenge the students in order to bring them out 

of their comfort zone. The staff and facilities work to give the students personal 

challenges in the form of a high ropes course, ropes, bridges and walls from 5 to 30 feet 

off the ground. Securely strapped in harnesses and wearing protective gear, the 

intrepid adventurers navigate the challenges supported by their classmates. 

The Garden faculty members who chaperoned the trip were especially impressed with 

the professionalism and attention to safety exhibited by the Adventure Park staff, as 

well as the friendly rapport they quickly established with our students. "You can do 

this, we got you!" was a continual refrain as students discovered they could venture 

where they had never gone before with a little help and encouragement. It was 

wonderful to watch one adventurer climb 20 feet, worrying aloud "I can't do this, I 

can't do this" all the way up, gain composure when they reached the platform and 

then announce to his friends below, "OK, I'm going across" amid cheers from the 

crowd.  It is this confidence born from community support that serves our young 

people well as they navigate through adolescence to come into their own in the world, 

a very important part of educating the whole person. 

The students are already asking enthusiastically about next year's trip in order to try 

even more challenges. 
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Math for Grade 9 

By: Sonia Ambarsom (Math Teacher) 

The ninth graders have been working with polynomial expressions. They have mastered factoring, a difficult skill to 

acquire, with pattern recognition and lots of practice. They can now extend these same skills to 

rational polynomial equations. Right now they have been solving these equations. The next step is to graph the 

polynomial so as to better understand have two variables vary with respect to each other.  

 

This is an important point in their algebra curriculum. The factors, solutions and the zeros of the polynomial now have 

an important function as they complete graphs of polynomial on the coordinate plane. Now they can visualize the 

relationships and appreciate the role of each variable in creating a special graph. 

Math for Grade 10 

By: Lara Leggio (Math Teacher) 

The 10H math class has continued to work hard, even as summer vacation is in our sight! Recently in our trigonometry 

unit we have been working with trig identities and theorems.  Previously these students worked through proofs in their 

geometry class. However, this year we have been utilizing these skills proving trigonometric expressions and identities.  

In our small class setting we are able to explore different methods and strategies, since each of us recognize different 

aspects of the proof.  More recently, we have been solving trigonometric equations which connect our trig and algebra 

skills together.  I look forward to an exciting rest of the school year with the 10H math class.  
 

Art for Grades 11 and 12  

By: Tiina Prio (Art Teacher) 
The Art Elective class has been very busy learning about 1 and 2 point 

perspective. They have perfected drawing buildings, roads, steps and even cars, 

in three dimensional drawings. I love to see an art student's face when they 

actually ‘see’ the drawing ‘look’ real because of the rules of perspective. After 

the drawing phase, the artists have to use the rules of aerial perspective, which 

applies the value scale of color tones. They are proudly displaying their finished 

cityscape renderings in the hallways of Garden School. 

 

A very special permanent exhibit is now being displayed in the Main Hallway of 

Garden School. Heather G has completed her Senior Project demonstrating her 

artistic expertise. She has not only demonstrated her talent, but also has shown 

her self-motivation, communication skills, project planning and time 

management proficiency. She has drawn the eyes of each of her classmates, and 

placed them together in a project to remember their years at Garden. A wise 

person once said that “the eyes are the window to the soul” and Heather has 

captured the class of 2015 for all of us to remember as they move on to the next chapter of their journey. 

Congratulations to Heather for the amazing tribute to her friends and classmates. 
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Poets House Trip 

By: James Pigman (English Department Chair) 

“Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?” 

How are you loved?   Said to the students at the Poets House on the 

celebration of William Shakespeare’s  451st Birthday.  

1. Garden School teachers and administrators love you enough to want 

you to visit Poets House, a home where people so esteem poetry that 

60,000 volumes of poetry are there for the edification and access of 

anyone. 

2. We value you so much that we teach so many plays and sonnets and 

share our enthusiasm for the written word, especially Shakespeare’s 

words. 

3. We want you to experience Manhattan life and the wonderful 

restaurants and riverfronts of that area of Battery Place.  We want 

you to see Brookfield Plaza, have an oyster and a slice of Opera 

chocolate dessert.   We want you to see the incredible fifty-foot 

hanging skirts turning to the music in the atrium of the Winter 

Garden.  

4. You are a part of us and when one student asked a chaperone about an exotic chocolate French dessert, of course 

that chaperon would go to the crepe master and ask where that dessert could be obtained.  We liked that the 

crepe-maker was just as enthusiastic as you were about the dessert and gave a long description of the process in 

answer to your question. 

5. We worry that if we can’t share our love of words and ideas with you then you will not be a complete thinking 

person.  Did today help? 

6. You are better persons because you took the recitations seriously, because you clapped and hooted and whistled 

for your classmates and really got into the competition. 

7. Twenty-five people hiked from Lower Manhattan through the Highline Park and all the way up to 34th St.   You grew 

just a little when you challenged yourself to the hike even if you were not the one who proclaimed that “this was 

the longest I have ever walked in my life.” 

8. And you were all winners for the adventure of the day and all the wonderful food and the Hudson River and the 

Shake Shack burgers and the camaraderie.  We love you! 

First Place:     Angelika V, Junior 

Second Place:   Deshawn M, Senior 

Third Place   Tasmi S, Sophomore 

Fourth Place  Skyler S, Senior 

Honorable Mention:   8th Grade Ensemble scene , A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream, Jasmine P, Piki S, Eldin K, Cesar C 

Judge  Ms. Mallika Walia, Barnard College, Garden 2012. 
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Building Enrollment and the Referral Bonus Program 

By: Jim Gaines (Director of Outreach) 

Many parents know that increasing enrollment, without increasing class size, is the best way to support the long term 

sustainability of your school. So, let me "cut to the chase". Simply put, the school is best served when you reach out and 

tell your friends and your child's friends' families to consider joining the Garden School. Ask them whether you can pass 

on their contact information to us so we can make direct contact and answer questions and schedule their visit. 

To further incentivize current parents to help us to spread the word and to increase enrollment, the Board has approved 

a Family Referral Bonus Program. For every NEW full-time Garden student that enrolls and pays their tuition due in 

full and indicates that you are their referring family, the current Garden Family that refers that family will receive $1,000 

tuition credit. For each additional new student that enrolls, the referring family will receive a $1,500 tuition credit once 

the new family has paid their tuition in full.  

You can send an email directly to Jim Gaines, Director of Outreach, at jgaines@gardenschool.org, with the family's 

names and contact information, grade of interest, etc. With your permission, we will follow up with the prospective 

family directly regarding their interest in coming to see Garden and possibly enrolling. 

Thank you for your trust and confidence in enrolling your child at Garden School. 

 
News from the Gala 

 

We are delighted to announce the class winners of the pool/pizza party and the ice cream social awarded to those 

classes that had the highest percentage of Gala participation! 

LOWER DIVISION 

   First Place: SIXTH GRADE!!   

     Pool and Pizza Party 

   Second Place: FOURTH GRADE! 

     Ice Cream Social 

UPPER DIVISION 

   First Place: ELEVENTH GRADE!! 

     Pool and Pizza Party 

 

   Second Place: TENTH GRADE! 

     Ice Cream Social 
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Annual Walkathon 
            One of the biggest Garden PTA fundraisers and community events of the year! 

Parents and students are asked to support the Garden PTA and participate in several ways! 

 Register for $30 below, get your Garden Walkathon t-shirt and participate in the activities 

 For a $100 donation to the PTA, your family name will be printed on your t-shirt 

 Pledge and solicit pledges from friends and family members to support your walker 

 Buy and sell raffle tickets! $100 gift card, IPod shuffle and many other great prizes 

 Solicit business sponsorships and/or be a sponsor yourself! 

 Walk the 1 mile roundtrip along 34th Avenue!    (UPK will walk around the field) 

 Volunteer to help organize for a couple of hours during the day 

Wednesday, May 13th (Time TBA...) 
Upper Division gathers in the Gym! Lower Division gather in their classrooms! 

Walk the route or cheer them on! Enjoy ice cream and activities on the field after the walk! 

I,     , give my child                                    , in grade(s)        ,  
                              Parent’s Name                      Child(ren)’s Name(s) 

permission to participate in the Walk-A-Thon on Wednesday, May 13. Attached is the $30 registration fee 

(and $15 for each added student in my family). 

Parent/Guardian Signature                   Date:   

Register before May 1
st  

to receive 5 free raffle tickets!! 

Family / Child’s Name Added to Walk-A-Thon Shirts! 
 

Include an additional $100 to support the Garden PTA and your child’s name or family name 

will be printed on your Walk-a-Thon t-shirts! 

Please print name below how you would like it to appear on the T-shirt 
 

Print T-shirt Name(s) Here:  

BUSINESS OR CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS 
We are selling sponsorships in amount of $250, $500 and $1,000. The company’s name/logo will be 

prominently printed on the back of the Walk-a-Thon T-shirts. Please print below or send a print ready 

logo/name to pta@gardenschool.org. 

                

Deadline for SHIRT Submissions is May 4
th

. Thank you for your continued support of the PTA! 

mailto:pta@gardenschool.org
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Garden School High School students and faculty celebrated Shakespeare's birthday (observed) with a visit to Poet's 

House (http://www.poetshouse.org/). Here are some photos from the trip! 

      

    
 

  Spring Planting at Garden for Earth Day 

    

 

 

 

 

 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.poetshouse.org%2F&h=DAQH-7BxH&enc=AZN9VYbGT2AMcGOQKyt4Po6vlaNWdP5TJcOMq-xTkWxzskk0Tfb232ZLHPJ8Zh8MeSiFfiJixNcA7zswHyhVY88amiDMZdwWw7qhbK55j2UWA3oQ6FRyTeU3A1vV6hVjjZsw9I4Oz1fzu3yj-y0Hxuvk17Q1tYpLLmnWPrvDGikfXFF9hllHWZrcn5ef4W0coPZ9nBoTWMOj5UNh8zonP4uU&s=1
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