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Thoughts for the Week 
By  Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster  

This week has been one marked by the Garden School community coming together to 

support and enhance the mission of the school. From the wonderful outpouring of 

support during Giving Tuesday, during which more than one hundred donors came out 

to support Garden School with their gifts, to today’s Pep Rally and Pasta Night dinner in 

support of the Senior Class, the strength and the caring nature of our community 

manifested itself. 

 

The idea of community within a school touches at the core of what an independent 

school is and should always be. For us, the Garden School Family has been at the heart 

of our philosophy as a school. Each component, students, families, teachers, administrators, trustees and 

alumni all share the commonality of the experience as Gardenites. For ninety-five years, this community 

spirit, and the educational partnerships that this strong community supports, has helped shape the Garden 

experience for all of our children. I often hear some of our youngest members of the community talking 

about ‘their’ school in ways that suggest, beyond the obvious sweetness of the children, that they have an 

understanding that they belong and feel an ownership to something that forms their daily world. 

 

At today’ Pep Rally the entire student body will join together to express its support for the teams and the 

students on those teams. However it goes far beyond a team and/or a game. This is really about supporting 

each other and the idea that we all adhere to that idea that this is our school and it is important to all of us. 

When the children cheer and scream out their appreciation for the players today, they will be expressing a 

deep and abiding love for their school and for the values it represents. The same will be true for Pasta Night 

as about two hundred members of our school will join together for a meal in the dining room and share in 

the spirit of our school. 

 

Events such as these bring our community together to voice a common experience and shared aspirations. 

For me, it is a great pleasure to be a part of this community, which has played an important role in both my 

professional life and my family as well. I was so impressed by the more than one hundred Gardenites who 

supported our school on Giving Tuesday. Thank you!  It speaks to the commitment to and love for the school 

that is such an important part of our lives. 

 

 

Richard Marotta, Ph.D. 
Headmaster 
 



 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 Friday, Dec. 1 : Pasta Night! at 5PM & 7:30PM Tonight! No advanced ticket needed. Pay at the door! 
 Monday-Wednesday, December 4-6: Holiday Gift Boutique! 
 Saturday, December 9, 9:00 AM: Garden Open House and Merit Scholarship Exam - Invite families! 

           Register for Exam by clicking here 

 Friday, December 22 : Noon Dismissal 
 Lower Division Show at 9AM 

    Upper Division Winter Trip 
    Faculty Gathering: 1-4PM 

 Monday, Dec. 25 - Friday, Jan. 5 : School Closed for Winter Break 
 Monday, Jan. 8 : Classes resume 

 

Merit Scholarship Exam Saturday, December 9th, 9:00 AM 

 
For more information and forms: http://www.gardenschool.org/admissions/merit-scholarship-program/ 
 

Giving Tuesday Campaign 2017 

The Garden School community came out in droves to fundraise for the 
Annual Fund on #GivingTuesdaythis week! 
 

Because of your incredible support, we raised a 
generous $27,805.47 in one day! 
 
This fundraiser directly benefits our students’ unique Garden 
experience and allows us to offer an even wider array of opportunities 
through our various programs. 
 
We thank everyone who contributed to this extremely successful 
fundraiser. Of course, it is still possible to donate to our Annual Fund! 
Please see next page for the donation link and then check out our 
Donor Recognition Page soon to see who donated. 
 https://goo.gl/UXYmG8 

 

http://www.gardenschool.org/admissions/merit-scholarship-program/
http://www.gardenschool.org/admissions/merit-scholarship-program/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/givingtuesday
http://www.gardenschool.org/giving
https://goo.gl/UXYmG8


 
 

Garden School Annual Fund Appeal Letter 2017 
 

Dear Garden School Families, 

 

School is back in session, and it is time once again for all Garden families to support Garden School’s most 

significant fundraiser, The Annual Fund.  

 

All independent schools depend on fundraising every year, and in particular, on families donating to The Annual 

Fund. Tuition does not cover all the expenses of providing the first-rate, well-rounded, and enriched education 

that you have chosen for your child and your involvement in fundraising is expected in order to close that gap. 

 

Last year, this community raised $50,000 towards The Annual Fund and we thank you for your support in 

achieving that milestone. With your help, we continue to improve our educational offerings and our physical 

plant in ways seen and unseen: 
 

 Ensuring our continued excellence through NYSAIS accreditation 

 Improving campus security 

 Upgrading the school heating system for cost efficiency 

 Renovation and bricking of the front entrance walk 

 Renovation of Upper Division's Room 23 

 Installation of two hydration stations to reduce bottle waste and keep Garden "green" 

 New doors for our Main Hall rooms 

 

Also, through a generous alumni donation, we launched Garden's popular Amateur Radio Club that adds to our 

technology and science offerings, and which recently won a Blue Ribbon at the NY Makers Faire. These and 

other improvements are made possible by your donations. More necessary program and facility improvements 

are planned, and your participation in The Annual Fund remains critical. Longer term plans include renovating 

the Science Lab in the Main Hall and renovating several more classrooms. We need your help with these capital 

projects and for you to support the successful implementation of Garden School's mission! 

 

We count on every Garden family being generous, and our more imperative goal is 100% family participation. 

We must have your help to achieve that goal! Our Board of Trustees has demonstrated its leadership once again 

by pledging over $10,000 in contributions to the Annual Fund—all in support of Garden School's Mission. We 

ask you to make a donation to The Annual Fund and help us reach our goals. 

 

Please join me in celebrating our school and in supporting its mission to educate our students to the highest of 

academic, social and personal standards. 

 

Please go to www.gardenschool.org/giving for information or to make your donation online. On behalf of all 

alumni, current, and future generations of Garden students, we thank you for your generosity. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Marotta, Ph.D.                    Michael Rakosi, ‘64                     Jean Kinn, Alumni Parent ‘06 

Headmaster                                        President, Board of Trustees        Chair, Annual Fund 

Alumni Parent ‘00         Member, Board of Trustees 

http://www.gardenschool.org/giving


 
Current Grandparent ’31, ‘34 

  

 

Dear Garden Families, 

The Elves have been working frantically getting everything ready! 

Beginning on Monday, your child will walk into a  

Merry & Bright Winter Wonderland 
filled with amazing gifts for the whole family! 

 

Your child will be helped by one of our many personal shoppers & then 

will have their gift wrapped, labeled & tied with a bow! 

For younger children, you may send your child in with a list & the 

money they are allowed to spend in an envelope and they will be 

assisted by one of our fabulous helpers! 

 
Please feel free to stop by at drop off or at pick up &  

do a little shopping of your own! 

Shopping days & hours: 

December 4, 5 & 6  8:30-3:30 

See you there! 

Happy Holidays Everyone! 



 
 

GARDEN SCHOOL YEARBOOK CLUB 

 

JASMINE PETROV 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 
 

ADS & DEDICATIONS ORDER FORM 
A Yearbook Dedication is the perfect way to show someone how much you care. 
Order from as little as    of a page to a full page to customize your congratulations 

on a great year or to say how much you love them. Businesses can also order ad 
space in the same sizes, ranging from business cards to a full page ad. 

 
Size   Price 

 

 1/8 Page  $40    (business card size) 

 

 1/4 Page  $70 

 

 1/2 Page  $120 

 

 1 Full Page  $225 
 

 

 Personal Dedication 

 Business Ad 

 

 

 

Name or Business:_________________________________________________________ 

 

Dedicated To:______________________________________________  Grade:________ 

(not necessary if a business ad) 

 
 
You can e-mail text and images to jasminepetrov00@gmail.com with the Subject 
Line: Dedication. Deadline is February 1, 2017! 
 

 

 

mailto:jasminepetrov00@gmail.com


 

Pre-K For All Science  
By: Karina Mendoza (PKFA Teacher Room 1) 

As we end our unit of Nutrition this month, students learned all about how to 

keep our bodies healthy, which foods are healthy and unhealthy and the five 

food groups. Students were introduced to the concept of “My Plate” which 

illustrated the 5 food groups that are the building blocks for a healthy diet using 

a place setting for a meal.  

 

The class also read the book Healthy Kids by Maya Ajmera and discussed ways in 

keeping our bodies healthy. As students reviewed the steps to keep their bodies 

healthy, they drew activities they do with their parents to keep their germs 

away, such as washing their hands with soap and water, brushing their teeth to 

avoid cavities, and exercise to have strong muscles.   

 

Nursery Social Studies  
By:   Carmela Augello-Knopf (Nursery Head Teacher)  

This week in Nursery we enjoyed learning about healthy foods. 

 

We read Chomp and Chew, to a Healthy You by Molly Carroll.   On the smart 

board, we listened to stories on what foods are healthy and what to do to stay 

healthy, danced to the fruit and veggie hokey pokey and sang along to ten little 

vegetables jumping on the bed.  In cooking, we cut up carrots and cucumbers and 

displayed them on a plate with some ranch dressing making it look like a 

pumpkin.  We also colored some fruits shaped like a happy face to take home and 

share. We encourage everyone to choose smart eating habits to stay healthy!  

 

Pre-K and Kindergrten Physical Education 

By:  Flance Dervishi (Athletics Department, Chair, PE Teacher)   

We started off the week with "Save the planet". Ask your child to 

explain the rules to you. It's a fun game! On Tuesday, we started 

"Tumbling Tuesday" where the students learn how to forward roll, 

egg roll, back flip, pencil roll etc. We will continue Tumbling Tuesday 

until end of school year. On Wednesday,  our favorite day of the 

week, we started our "Whacky Wednesday" where kids must go on 

a Lion/Bear hunt around the gym as the instructions of the mission 

are heard on a loud speaker. Then, we had a dance party and played 

freeze dance. On Thursday, we played floor hockey. Friday is 

parquet Friday and the kids are learning how to make a huge 

umbrella and switch spots with a friend across from them. It has 

been a very fun week and the kids are looking forwards to next week.  

 

mailto:kmendoza@gardenschool.org
mailto:caugelloknopf@gardenschool.org
mailto:fdervishi@gardenschool.org


 

Grades 1 to 3 Fine Arts - Art  

By:  Chris Zelles (Art Teacher)  

The students in grades 1-3 are learning about Vincent Van Gogh.  I felt it would be appropriate being the beginning of fall 

that the students make their own version of Van Gogh’s painting, Avenue of Poplars in Autumn.  For this project, students 

were introduced to several art terminologies such as, vanishing point, overlapping, foreground, middle ground, 

background, one point perspective, and horizon line.   

 

The objectives for this project are for the students to develop an appreciation and comprehension of painting techniques, 

terms, and supplies.  Also, to demonstrate an understating of foreground, middle ground, background, and to learn to 

appreciate Van Gogh and his influence on art.  Students seem to be having a great time with this project and the results 

have been excellent! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades 1 to 3 Fine Arts - Music  

By:  Tom Heineman (Fine Arts Department, Chair, Music Teacher)  

Students in First through Third grade are hard at work rehearsing their 

numbers for the upcoming show.  The theme for this year’s show is the 

1960s, and First Grade will be performing a dance based upon The Swim and 

The Twist, two crazes from the era that bear some similarities. 

 

Second and Third Grade are also performing a dance which includes such 

1960s crazes as The Funky Chicken, The Mashed Potato, The Boo Ga Loo, The 

Watusi, The Penguin, and The Funky Broadway.  Both dances are being done 

to 1960s music and capture aspects of the culture of the time.  Performing 

dances as a class is a source of joy for the students and also brings the group 

together like few other activities. 

 

mailto:czelles@gardenschool.org
mailto:theineman@gardenschool.org


 

Grade 4 and 5 Math 

By:  Michelle Sclafani (Science and Math Teacher)  

Mathematics for Fourth and Fifth started the year off rolling with numbers!  Fourth Grade Mathematics focused the 

beginning of the school year on understanding new place values as well as adding and subtracting larger numbers. After 

completing those topics we jumped right into Multiplication. Spending a lot of time on their multiplication tables the 

fourth grade has developed into mathematicians who multiply by two digit multipliers!  

  

Fifth Grade Mathematics started just as eager as the Fourth Grade did and conquered Multiplication and Division! After 

reviewing the key parts to both type of problems and understanding the different ways to find products and quotients, 

we jumped right into Fractions. Beginning our Fraction topics with the fundamentals was crucial, the students were able 

to spend a lot of time understanding the different concepts such as Greatest Common Factors and Least Common 

Multiples.  

 

Going forward, the class will be working off of these building blocks towards all the operations of fractions!  

 

Grade 6 Math 

By:  Sarah Blakeley (Math Teacher)  

This week in 6th grade we wrapped up decimals. The students learned how to add subtract multiply and divide decimals, 

as well as how to use decimals in multi-step algebra problems. 

 

Decimals are pretty awesome because they are essentially a fraction of base 10. You see the word decimal in various 

forms the English language, such as decade, or decimate. (Ask your children about the history of the word decimate. 

They'd love to tell you!)  Because fractions and decimals are tightly connected, the students have been practicing 

converting between fractions and decimals, which is sure to help them on their upcoming fractions unit. 

 

The students used their knowledge of decimals to help them with real life money matters. For example, yesterday we 

investigated the cost effectiveness of buying a commuter Metrocard  vs. paying per trip. As a great family bonding 

experience, and as an excellent real life application, the next time you go grocery shopping take your child with you and 

have them estimate if they brought enough money for the groceries you want to buy. 

 

G7 and G8 English 
By: Nancy Massand (Middle School Dean)  

The 7th grade English classes finished their dramatization of scenes from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain, 

performing for lower school classes. A grand time was had by all! Students took ownership of their characters through 

costumes and dialogue of the early 1900's, showing that although the exteriors have changed, growing up isn't so 

different now after all. Scene pictures are on the door of Room 28--come on down and take a look! 

 

Now the English 7 classes are reading Jack London's The Call of the Wild, building on concepts of adaptation and natural 

selection they learn in their Life Science class. In addition, they will investigate the Klondike Gold Rush in 1899, the 

background of the novel, to augment their knowledge of American history. Study groups will choose areas of interest like 

the rudiments of gold mining or daily life on the trail, culminating in visual presentations they will share with the rest of 

their class.  

mailto:msclafani@gardenschool.org
mailto:sblakeley@gardenschool.org
mailto:nmassand@gardenschool.org


 
English 8 just finished Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. A devastating portrayal of isolation and loneliness, the book 

has sparked spirited discussions and impassioned writing. In addition, students created character maps, depicting the 

characters with shapes and colors that represented their personalities or status. W e also completed a project called "A 

Day in the Life of the Working Poor" in which students brainstormed financial solutions for a contemporary family on a 

limited budget to further appreciate the daily challenges of the protagonists in the novel. In our reading, we examined 

the exquisite craftsmanship of this literary gem, with its symbolism and foreshadowing.  We augmented our reading with 

Robert Burns' poem, "To a Mouse," from whence Steinbeck took his title. As we wrap up, we are writing position papers 

that examine Steinbeck's dark view of humanity in light of our own perceptions. 

 

Grade 9 and 10 World Languages - Spanish 

By: Agustín Melara (World Languages Department, Chair)  
In our most recent unit, we learned about the imperative. Although not a tense, the imperative is an important 

grammatical structure that allows the speaker to give advice, make suggestions, make requests, or give directions.  For 

oral proficiency, students acquired vocabulary related to specialized stores, such as frutería (fruit store), librería (book 

store), and dulcería (candy store). In addition, we studied the difference between the verbs Saber and Conocer. By 

combining the imperative, Saber, Conocer, plus the vocabulary learned in this chapter, students should be able to tell 

someone to buy a specific item in any of the specialized stores learned in this unit.   

           

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grade 9 and 10 World Languages - French 

By: Gabriel Gomis (World Languages Department Faculty)  
In French class, we organize weekly debates over social, political, and economic issues that affect the Francophone world. 

In the past few weeks, students held debates in French on topics ranging from the integration of immigrants to arranged 

marriages. We do this to get the students to improve their oral skills. We also reviewed the adjectives and their positions 

in a sentence and also delved into the complexity of living in a Basque country. 

 

Grade 11 and 12 Science - AP Biology 

By:  Marlene Dapice (Science Department, Chair) 

Students in AP Biology have recently completed a laboratory investigation on the “Origin of Life”.  In this exercise, 

students mimicked some conditions that were present on the primitive Earth and attempted to produce proteinaceous 

microspheres, or coacervates.  In experiments of their own design, they changed the environmental conditions and then 

measured the effects on the formation of coacervates.  An analysis of the data collected assisted students in determining 

which environmental changes were more or less favorable to the formation of the microspheres. 

mailto:amelara@gardenschool.org
mailto:ggomis@gardenschool.org
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Grade 11 and 12 Science - Physics 

By:  Michelle Sclafani (Science and Math Teacher) 

The Seniors in Physics enthusiastically completed the first marking period and continued right into the second! Before we 

were able to dive into topics such as Gravity and Projectile Motion, the students had to grasp the fundamentals of Physics 

such as velocity, acceleration, motion, vectors, etc. Connecting these fundamentals into everyday activities such as riding 

a bicycle and driving a car, the students are building off of this knowledge to much broader topics such as Planetary 

Motion and Gravitation.  

 

 Going forward into the remaining part of the first half of the school year, our Physics students will start making 

connections to “real world activities” and study how Physics influences everything around us including roller coasters, 

sport games, car accidents, motion and so much more! 

 

Attention Garden School Chess Players! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chesseducators.com/epiphany-fall-chess-tournament/ 

mailto:lalbano@gardenschool.org
http://www.chesseducators.com/epiphany-fall-chess-tournament/

