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After-School Program (Nursery to 6th Grade) 
 

Our after-school program for the lower division (N-6) runs 
weekdays from 3:00-6:00 p.m. and includes snack time, 
homework help, indoor/outdoor play, organized games, crafts, 
clubs and special events. The program structure is flexible, so 
you can arrange an after-school plan that meets your family’s 
needs. 

7th- and 8th-Grade 
 

Garden School has a program for 7th and 8th graders.  
The After-School Program operates every school day from 
3:00-6:00 p.m. to offer homework support and structured  
activities, including cards, board games, support for sports 
teams, and free play in the gym or field. 

Students who choose to remain at school after 3:00 p.m. and 
who are not in extra help with a teacher, in a club, on a team, 
or attending a Foundations course are automatically enrolled 
in the After-School Program and billed at the daily rate. 
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After-School Program Rates 
Per Hour/Day Rates: 
• Until 4:00 p.m.: $12 
• Until 5:00 p.m.: $18 
• Until 6:00 p.m.: $25 
Programs end at 6:00 p.m. In the event of an emergency, please call 
the school. Pick-ups after 6:00 p.m. will result in an additional 
charge of $10/half hour.  
 
Full-Year Discount Rates: 
• Until 4:00 p.m. for the year: $1,700  
• Until 5:00 p.m. for the year: $2,200  
• Until 6:00 p.m. for the year: $2,800  
Timely payments are required to qualify for the full-year discount 
rates. These rates are per family—they are the same regardless of 
the number of children a family has enrolled in the program.  
Students enrolled full time for the After-School Program receive a 
discount on Foundations classes, paying $180 for the first course 
and $130 for each additional course 
 
All Foundations classes are subject to change due to a teacher’s 
absence. If your child’s class is cancelled, he or she may attend  
After-School until pick-up. There will be no charge for the time 
your child would have been in the lesson. 
• In the interest of safety and security, all students in grade 8 and 

lower must attend After-School if they are not in a club, class, 
lesson, sports team, or extra help or tutoring session. All children 
on campus must be supervised. 

• If your child is being picked up by someone other than a known 
parent/guardian, please bring a note to school or contact Ms. 
James, the After-School Coordinator. This includes family 
members and parents of your child’s friends. 

• All parents/guardians must sign the student out in the  
After-School book. Students are not permitted to wait outside. 

• All Foundations classes are subject to cancellation if they do 
not receive minimum enrollment. 

• Any student who is deemed by the teacher or the After-School 
Coordinator to be a disturbance in a Foundations class will be 
asked to leave the class and refunds will not be given. 
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About Foundations 
Garden School’s specialty classes are geared toward the 
varied interests of our students and the high standards of 
our parent/guardian community. Foundation classes broaden  
students’ awareness and bring forth their skills and talents in a 
nurturing environment. 
 
Unless otherwise noted in the description, classes are 1 hour 
long, run for 12 weeks, and start the week of February 6. 
 
We recommend students bring a snack for the period between 
the end of school and the beginning of the class. 
 
For more information, contact Ms. Paula James. 
 
Foundations classes are $200 for the first course and $150 
for each additional course, or if enrolled full-time in the  
After-School Program, $180 for the first course and $130 for 
each additional course. 
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Foundations Spring 2012 Offerings 

Acrobatics (max. 10 students)  
Build strength and flexibility through exercises, learn basic tumbling 
and gymnastics, and put all that together with dance to create an 
acrobatics routine you’ll want to break into every chance you get. 
 

Group A, Grades: PK–1  Day: Mon. 3:00 p.m.  
Group B, Grades: PK–1  Day: Tue. 3:00 p.m.  
 
Ballet (max. 10 students)  
The perfect start for aspiring dancers! We’ll 
begin with the 5 basic ballet positions and 
practice the techniques of classical ballet. 
We’ll also learn the names of each move-
ment and weave them together to create a 
beautiful ballet.  
 
Group A, Grades: PK–1  Day: Thur. 3:00 p.m.   
Group B, Grades: PK–1  Day: Fri. 3:00 p.m. 
 
Instructor: Miss. Kim has been dancing for more than 24 years 
and teaching students of all ages for more than 14 years. She is 
trained in ballet, jazz, tap, modern, hip-hop, and acrobatics.  
 
Please see page 14 for more information on the dance program. 

Bowling (max 20 students) 
Strike! Spare! Gutter ball – oh no!! 
Before you know it, you will be bowling like 
a pro. We will head over to 34th St Lanes in 
Jackson Heights each week and may even 
have to take our Griffin along. Get ready as 
Garden bowlers embrace the sport and form a 
winning team.  
 
Grades: 1-8 Day: Wed. 3:00 p.m.  
Note: 2 hr. class time, 10-week session 
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Chess Educators 
There is a significant body of research that shows the effect  
of chess on brain development. Students can apply chess to 
problem-solving skills. 
 
In addition, chess is an academic performance booster as well as 
a universal “language” for people from different backgrounds – 
it is a perfect After-School pursuit for Garden School students! 
All level students are welcome. 
 
Note: The level the student is in is determined by age and  
experience. Students may be evaluated and moved to the class 
level that best suits their ability. 
 
Chess Level: Level 1 & 2 Introduction &  
Advanced Novice (max. 12 students) 
This course is designed to introduce 
kindergarten and first grade students 
to chess. The students will learn 
about the chessboard, pieces, basic 
rules, special moves, introduction to 
tactics, strategy, & notation. The 
teaching method involves a hands-on 
approach in which the children learn 
by playing games, and solving chess puzzles. The children will 
be exposed to pattern recognition and spatial problem solving 
that help develop abstract thinking. This class will be both very 
entertaining and educational for the children, and will help nurture 
good sportsmanship and social skills. 
 
Level: 1 & 2 Introduction & Advanced Novice 
Day: Fri. 3:30 p.m.  Note: 10-week session 
 
 
 
Chess Educators classes continued on the following page. 
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Chess Level: Level 3 & 4 Intermediate &  
Advanced (max. 12 students) 
This course is designed for intermediate and advanced chess players 
who are already familiar with the fundamentals of chess. 
 
The students will learn about tactics, openings principles, middle-
game and end game strategy, introduction to chess tournament play, 
rules related to advanced play. 
 
The teaching method involves a hands-on approach in which the 
students learn by playing games, and solving advanced chess puzzles. 
The students will be exposed to the tournament play experience 
necessary to engage in competitions. 
 
This class will be both entertaining and educational for the students, 
and will help nurture good sportsmanship, social skills, help the 
students gain insight into the nature of competition and learn from 
both winning and losing through the analysis of one’s games. 
 
Level: 3 & 4 Intermediate & Advanced 
Day: Tues. 3:30 p.m.   
Note: 10-week session 

Instructor:  Beatriz Marinello. WIM 
(Woman International Master) and United 
States Chess Federation Life Master Beatriz 
Marinello moved to the United States from 
her native Chile in 1990.   
 
In 2003, Ms. Marinello was elected U.S. 
Chess Federation’s (USCF) President, 
which is the first and only time a woman 
has ever served in that capacity.  She has 

established and runs numerous scholastic chess programs in New 
York City. Ms. Marinello has also served as the USCF National 
Scholastic Director. 
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Greek 101 (max. 12 students)  
Geography, octagon, gymnasium.  Just a few words in our everyday 
vocabulary that come from the Greek language. Opa! Mastering 
Greek will open up new linguistic avenues for students. Scholars 
who enroll in our Greek Language classes will become familiar 
with the Greek alphabet and vocabulary. They will be able to utilize 
fundamental phrases and expressions in beginning conversation, 
and read basic modern Greek on an elementary level. The real 
benefit will be that these young minds will 
have tools to decode vocabulary words and 
apply the grammar skills they learn in Greek 
to their future scholarly pursuits! 
 

Grades: K–2 Day: Mon. 3:30 p.m. 
 

Instructor: Stella Stenos.  Ms. Stenos 
teaches Language Arts and Social Studies, and 
is the Dean of grades 4-6 at Garden School. 

Digital Architecture Design  (max 10 students) 
Design your dream home, 
building, or pyramid using Google 
SketchUp  architectural computer-
based program. Students will learn 
the ins and outs of this exciting 
state-of-the-art program, and create 
layouts and designs for both interiors 

and exteriors. In no time, your child will be redesigning your home! 
This new architectural design program is brought to Garden by Mr. 
Michael Macaluso R.A., founder of Architots, the premiere educational 
program that brings architecture to children. 
 
Instructor: Michael Macaluso, Jr.  Mr. Macaluso is the founder 
of award-winning Architots, as well as a professional architect. 
 
Grades: 3-6 Day: Wed. 3:30 p.m.  
Note: 1 hr. 30 min. class time, 10-week session 
Specialty class price $325 

New! 
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Hip Hop (max. 15 students)  
Garden’s Ms. Kim, brings us “soul” with Hip Hop.  
For children who have had some dance experience,  
Hip Hop will explore some cool moves. The class will focus 
on isolation of movements while moving different body parts 
concurrently, but in different ways. Great 
exercise, fun, fun, fun and a fantastic way to 
use all of that energy! 
 

Grades: 2–8    Day: Mon. 4:00 p.m.  
Instructor: Miss Kim.  Please see page 6 
for Miss Kim’s bio. 

Growing Chefs: Organic Cooking and Gardening 
(max. 15 students)  
Learn to cook your favorite foods 
and help wake-up our schoolyard 
garden!  In this 10-week workshop 
with the culinary experts from 
Growing Chefs, kids will explore 
the fun behind rolling homemade 

dough, inventing sauces and using fresh, healthy ingredients 
in familiar, yummy recipes like pasta, pizza, pretzels and ice 
pops. We will also be working in our garden with seeds and 
young plants in preparation for the Spring. Every lesson ends 
with a snack, and the program ends with a cookbook of your 
very own.  
 

Grades: 2–6    Day: Tue. 3:30 p.m.   
Note: 1 hr. 30 min. class time  
 

Instructor: Annie Novak. Ms. Novak has been a guest on Mar-
tha Stewart, WNYC radio, CBS News, s well as featured for her 
work in farm-based education in the New York Times and New 
York Magazine.  She is the Children’s Gardening Program Coor-
dinator for the New York Botanical Gardens, and runs a 6,000 
square foot rooftop Garden in Greenpoint, Brooklyn.   

New! 



 11 

 
Mad Science –  
New Classes This Semester!  
(max 20 students) 
Popular demand brings the zany 
scientists of Mad Science back to 
Garden School this semester with 
an entirely new roster. The most 
popular program nationwide for 
bringing the love and discipline of science to children, join us 
in sessions including: Acids & Bases (real life applications 
and reactions), Body Basics (an adventure through the major 
systems and exploration of the digestive, skeletal, muscular 
and other systems), Cell City (how cells can sustain life where 
students will make their own models), Decomposers (their 
environmental role), Electricity (the fundamental concepts of 
electricity ), and more!  
 
Mad Science brings great experiments to the classroom and a 
little something for your child to make at home. Get those lab 
coats ready! 
 
Grades: K–2, 3–6    Day: Mon. 3:30 p.m.     
Note: 8-week session   
Specialty class price: $250 
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 Salsa/Latin Dance – BAILA! 
(max. 20 students)  
Learn to salsa, samba, meringue, cha cha, 
rumba, and mambo like a pro!! No dance  
experience is necessary. All of Salsa/Latin 
dance will be covered including basic steps 
and turns. Students may even partner up on 
a rotating basis. The Latin dance craze 
comes to Garden School and with it partner-

ship, respect and social awareness. The rafters will be shaking to 
the sounds of Latin America’s great musicians! 
 

Grades: 7–12    Day: Fri. 4:00 p.m. 
 

Instructor: Alexandra Amirov. Ms. Amirov is a dance educa-
tion major with years of experience educating youth and getting 
them moving. She is fascinated by the communication without 
words among Latin dancers while watching them thoroughly 
enjoy themselves, and believes the cardio benefits are tremendous. 

Soccer Mini Camp (max. 12 students) 

Gooooaaaaallll!! Work with dynamic coaches 
learning the essentials of soccer. Students will 
kick off each session developing their game 
skills through warm-ups and drills. Learn the 
basics of passing and ball control, as well as the rules of soccer. 
Each session ends with a team game. Come join us for “the 
beautiful game”.  
 

Grades:  4–6 Day: Tues. 3:30 p.m.      
Note: Six-Week Program Price $100, begins April 24 
 

Instructors: Gabriel Gomis and Stella Stenos. Mr. Gomis teaches 
French, African Literature, and coaches co-ed middle school 
soccer at Garden School. Ms. Stenos teaches Language Arts and 
Social Studies, is the Dean of grades 4-6, and is the assistant 
coach for co-ed middle school soccer at Garden School. 

New! 
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Tap Dancing (max. 12 students)  
Children will learn the basic tap steps (shuffles, flaps, slides) 
without music – allowing their feet and bodies to literally  
become percussion instruments. Together, they will create music 
and dance that will have them dancing in the streets! 
 
Grades: K–6    Day: Wed. 3:00 p.m.   

Instructor: Miss. Kim has been 
dancing for more than 24 years 
and teaching students of all ages 
for more than 14 years. She is 
trained in ballet, jazz, tap, modern, 
hip-hop, and acrobatics.  
 

 

Tae Kwon Do (max. 10 students)  
This course is a favorite. “The way of 
the hand and the foot” is not only for 
self-defense and exercise but is also 
for learning focus, self-control, disci-
pline, and manners. Classes start with 
warm-ups and stretches and then move into kicking, blocking, 
and learning the forms—choreographed movements that help 
us practice our skills. Classes finish with a game and medita-
tion. 
 
Day: Thur. Note: White & Yellow Belts: 3:00 p.m. 
Day: Thur. Note: Orange Belts & Up: 4:00 p.m.   
 
Instructor: Stephanie Sarran. Ms. Sarran teaches second 
grade at Garden School and is a second-degree black belt in 
Tae Kwon Do. 

New! 
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The Garden School Dance Program 
 

All classes are taught by Kim Hayes (“Miss Kim”), 
who has been dancing for more than 24 years and 
teaching students of all ages for more than 14 
years. She is trained in ballet, jazz, tap, modern, 
hip-hop, and acrobatics. Dance class students will 
perform a recital at the end of the school year. 
 
About Skill Levels:  All grade ranges for dance 
classes are only suggested grades, as skill level really determines 
which class any student should take. At the time of registration, 
Miss Kim will confirm all students’ appropriate class levels for 
both new students and returning dancers. If a change is required or 
recommended, she will notify you immediately to suggest the best 
placement for your child.   
 
Visitors Week for the Dance Program:  The last week of every 

month is Visitors Week in Dance. Please 
join us to learn what we’re working on!   
In addition to giving you a glimpse of the 
class, this will help prepare the children 
for our Annual Spring Dance Recital.   
 
Note on Attire:  Leotards with tights  

for girls and leotards or a tight shirt with stretch pants for boys are 
suggested for all dance classes. Children should have jazz oxfords 
or booties for acrobatics or ballet shoes for ballet. If you have any 
questions about where to buy dance clothing or shoes, please contact 
Ms. James. Miss Kim will purchase costumes as the recital nears at 
the cost of $35 per class. 
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Garden School Music Conservatory 
 

The Music Conservatory is an ideal way for your child to discover 
an instrument of choice that suits his or her own unique talents. Our 
music teacher, Tom Heineman, assisted by professional musicians, 
provides individual instruction for students in Garden School’s  
upper and lower divisions. 
 
Instrument Choices: 

•Private piano instruction for K and up— 
30-minute lessons, 25 weeks at $550.  
 
•Other private instruction for grades 3 and up—
45-minute lessons, 25 weeks at $625. 
 
Each lesson involves music technique, sheet 
music reading, and learning and practicing 
songs. At-home practice is necessary. Please 
note that it is the responsibility of each student 
to attend his or her scheduled lesson. Missed 
lessons cannot be made up. In the event of a 
teacher’s absence, parents and students will  
be notified immediately and an experienced 
substitute will fill in for the lesson. Any class 
that cannot be scheduled in this way will be 
added to the end of the lesson period.  
 
All Conservatory students are invited to perform in the Annual 
Spring Music Recital at the end of the school year! 
 
For more information contact Ms. Paula James. 

bass cello clarinet drums 
electric bass flute guitar piano 
saxophone trumpet tuba viola 
violin voice     
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Lower Division Clubs 
After-School Academic Skills Building Club 
Once a week from 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth 
graders have the opportunity to join an exciting new club at the 
school.  Students will embark on different team and skills building 
challenges across the curriculum in an effort to expand their social, 
critical thinking, and subject area skills.  Each academic quarter 
will reflect a different area of curriculum in regard to the team and 
skills building activities. For example, if, during the second quarter, 
the club’s focus is Language Arts and Social Studies, a weekly  
activity would reflect this through an organized team challenge, 
such as constructing the United States after collaboratively finding 
the necessary pieces to do so.  While working together, students 
will gain experience making decisions with others of different ages, 
backgrounds, interests, and abilities, hence, further developing the 
aforementioned skills.    
 
Grades: 4-6     
Day: Thurs. 3:00-3:30 p.m.     
 
 

Upper Division Clubs 

 
 
These clubs are for upper division students who have an interest in 
further exploration of subjects with Garden School faculty beyond 
the school day. Students may attend as few or as many sessions as 
they like at no charge. All clubs begin at 2:45 and end at 3:30. 

Led by 
Daily Yearbook Rm. 27 Staff 
Monday Debate Rm. 22 Mr. Gomis 
Tuesday International ELA Rm. Ms. Friedman 
Tuesday Student Council Rm. 29 Ms. Ambarsom 
Wednesday Art Art Rm. Ms. Prio 
Thursday Language Rm. 24 Mr. Melara 

Day Club Room Led by 
Daily Yearbook Rm. 27 Staff 
Monday Debate Rm. 22 Mr. Gomis 
Tuesday International ELA Rm. Ms. Friedman 
Tuesday Student Council Rm. 29 Ms. Ambarsom 
Wednesday Art Art Rm. Ms. Prio 
Thursday Language Rm. 24 Mr. Melara 
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Garden School Teams 
 

FLL: LEGO® MINDSTORMS Robotics  
(max 14 students) 
Garden School “Roboneers” have already won a 
design award in the FIRST® LEGO® League 
(FLL) challenge.  Can FIRST ® LEGO® League 
Teams Improve Food Safety?   In the 2011 Food 
Factor Challenge, over 200,000 9-16 year olds  
from over 55 countries will explore the topic of 
food safety and examine the possible points of 
contamination our food encounters – from exposure to insects and 
creatures, to unsterile processing and transportation, to unsanitary 
preparation and storage– then find ways to prevent or combat these 
contaminates. Students will be interviewed by Roboneer leaders to 
qualify for the team. 
 
Grades: 4-8     
Day: Wed. & Thur. 3:30-5:00 p.m.     
Led by:  Liliana Cabrera, John Hale & Sabrina Hussain 
All are members of Garden School’s Science Department 
 
Garden School Debate Team  
This team is a forensics organization whose purpose is to stimulate 
growth through participation in interscholastic debate and  

individual speaking activities. Debate not only 
develops skills such as research, logic and reasoning 
but interpersonal skills as well. The team will travel 
to schools and select tournaments. A serious com-
mitment is required on the part of team members 
who will be selected after an interview process in 
September. 

 

Grades: 6-8    Day: Tues. & Sat. (as needed)     
Led by: Kevin Burgoyne & Richard Kruczek. Mr.Burgoyne 
teaches Language Arts and Social Studies. Mr. Kruczek is a member 
of the History and English Departments and also coaches various 
sports teams. 
 

Garden School Teams continued on the following page. 
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Project Green 
Project Green involves students working in collabora-
tion with their peers to develop structures which use 
renewable sources of energy. Students will be intro-
duced to many different types of alternative energy 
sources such as solar, wind, hydro, nuclear and bio-

mass. The students will research and investigate the efficiency of 
the different energy sources and what structures and designs are the 
best to use. They will then use computer design to create a blueprint 
of different structures that will be assembled. They will modify 
their blueprints to accommodate these requirements. The final stage 
will be the building of the structures themselves.   
 To support the students’ learning, we will be going to the 
Hall of Science for some after-school workshops. 
 
Grades: 6-8 
Day: Mon.  3:30-5:00 p.m. 
 
Instructors:  Liliana Cabrera, John Hale & Sabrina Hussain 
All are members of Garden School’s Science Department. 
 
 

Journalism—Who? What? Where?  
This exciting course will cover journalism basics in-
cluding market research, editing, writing and report-
ing. To create the new publication, students will take 
inventory of the available resources and talent pool, 
conduct both market and editorial research, and produce 
a launch edition of the new publication. Students will discover what 
their market is (school community, Jackson Heights community, 
Queens Teens, etc.), what medium would be used, frequency of 
publication, financing, and pricing vs. free distribution. 
 
Grades: 6-12    Day: Wed. 3:00-5:00 p.m.   
 

Instructor: Victoria Zunitch. Ms. Zunitch is a Garden School  
Parent, a graduate of Columbia University’s School of Journalism, 
and has worked as a journalist for 14 years. 
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After-School Programs AT-A-GLANCE 
 
Monday 
3:00–4:00 Acrobatics Group A (PK–1) 
3:30–4:30 Greek 101 (K–2) 
4:00–5:00 Hip-Hop (2–8) 
3:30–4:30 Mad Science! (K–2, 3–6) 
 
Tuesday 
3:00–4:00 Acrobatics Group B (PK–1) 
3:30–4:30 Chess: Level 3 & 4 Intermediate & Advanced 
3:30–5:00 Organic Cooking/Gardening (2–8)   
3:30–4:30 Soccer (3–6) begins April 24 
 
Wednesday 
3:00–5:00 Bowling (1–8) 
3:30–5:00 Digital Architecture Design (3–6) 
3:00–4:00 Tap Dancing (K–6)   
 
Thursday 
3:00–4:00 Ballet Group A (PK–1) 
3:00–4:00 Tae Kwon Do (White and Yellow Belts)  
4:00–5:00 Tae Kwon Do (Orange Belts and up)  
 
Friday 
3:00–4:00 Ballet Group B (PK–1) 
3:30–4:30 Chess: Level 1 & 2 Intro. & Advanced Novice 
4:00–5:00 Salsa Dancing (7–12)   
 
 
 
 
See the CLASS SCHEDULE on page 22 for beginning dates, end 
dates, and dates with no classes. 
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AFTERNOONS AT GARDEN SCHOOL  
REGISTRATION FORM 
Please complete this form with your choices for your child(ren). 
Return completed form(s) and payment (cash or check payable to 
Garden School) to the main office or by mail. Credit card payments 
can be processed in person or by phone: 718-335-6363. 
 
Student Information 
 

Name(s)/Grade(s):        

Name(s)/Grade(s):        

Address:         

City/State/Zip:         

Phone number:          

E-mail of parent/guardian:       

Emergency contact/phone:       

Parent/Guardian’s signature:  

         
Selections 
I wish to enroll my child(ren) in the AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM 
for the hours of ______ at the yearly/per-family rate of $______. 
My first payment of $______ is enclosed. 
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Foundations & Music Conservatory 
 

Foundations Courses: $200 for the first course and $150 for 
each additional course. If enrolled full-time in the After-School 
Program, $180 for the first course and $130 for each additional 
course.  
 

Student(s) Information 
Name(s)/Grade(s):  

Name(s)/Grade(s):  

Phone number:  

E-mail of parent/guardian: 

Emergency contact/phone: 
 

I wish to enroll my child(ren) in the following FOUNDATIONS Courses 
 

COURSE: 

DAY/TIME:     FEE: 

COURSE: 

DAY/TIME:     FEE: 

COURSE: 

DAY/TIME:     FEE: 
 

I wish to enroll my child(ren) in the GARDEN SCHOOL MUSIC  
CONSERVATORY 
 

Instrument:____________________________________________ 

Preferred day:_______________________ FEE:_________ 

Instrument:____________________________________________ 

Preferred day:_______________________ FEE:_________ 
 

Do not complete below this line. For office use only. 

********************************************************************* 

Total Payment Enclosed $________________ 

Cash/Check/Credit Card (circle one) 
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