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Thoughts for the Week 

By  Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster  
Most independent school began as individually founded institutions that were usually the 

vision of the founder or of a group of individuals who had a shared vision of what a school 

should be. Garden School was established much in the same way by a group of individuals who 

have a common belief in the virtue of a small yet dynamic school. In the earliest days of our 

school, the "fees" (not then yet called tuition), were sufficient for the running of the school. 

Today, of course, the majority of independent schools are organized as not-for-profit 

institutions with tuition covering approximately 85% of the costs. This tuition to cost ratio has 

existed for the past forty years or so as the curriculum, the facilities and the technology 

expenses have grown beyond the level of tuition.  Many of our schools have responded by 

creating tuition levels that are extremely high and that are even additionally supported by very active fundraising. 

Some of the most expensive schools have also the highest levels of fundraising. 

In part due to Garden School's history as a neighborhood school, Garden School has always attempted to remain 

accessible to our Queens population and maintain a reasonable level of tuition that is then supported by auxiliary 

activities and fundraising. For the past seven years, we have had successful Galas and several years ago, we instituted 

the Annual Fund as another means of supporting the budget and of sustaining our growth and development as a 

school that is true to its mission. 

A critical factor of successful fundraising, almost more significant than the revenue it helps generate, is that all 

members of the community, present and past, take part in sustaining something that is of great importance to them. 

It is not an overstatement to say that satisfactory community member participation in fundraising is what makes 

Garden School remain the finest, most enriched education in Queens, and a realistic alternative for a growing number 

of New York families. This opportunity and responsibility to demonstrate our commitment to the Garden community 

has been passed along again this year, as it has year after year. It is once again, our turn. 

We are all members of the Garden School Community—parents, teachers, alumni, trustees, alumni---and we all share 

in the responsibility for sustaining that mission. Garden School relies upon the support of those who belong to our 

immediate and greater community. Current families, teachers, trustees and administrators form the immediate 

member of the family. Alumni, past parents and former trustees form part of the larger community. Together, all of 

these groups provide crucial short and long term support for our school. 

I urge you all to join me in donating to the Annual Fund. Together we can reach our goal of 100% participation and 

$50,000 that will go toward the support and development of our school. 
 

 
Richard Marotta, Ph.D. 
Headmaster 



 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 Monday, October 10:   School Closed for Columbus Day 
 Wednesday, October 12:   School closed for Yom Kippur 
 Thursday, October 13:  PTA Meeting, 8:30 AM in the Library 
 Wednesday, October 19 :   PSATs for Grades 10 & 11 
 Friday, October 21 :    School Closed for Faculty Workshop Day 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME OUT AND SUPPORT OUR GRIFFINS TEAMS!!! 
 
Garden School I.S.A.L Varsity Soccer 2016 Schedule 
 

Day Date Opponent Location Time 

Wed 10/19 York Prep Randall’s Island 72 4:00 

Fri 10/21 Churchill Randall’s Island 81 4:00 
 
 

 
Garden School Girls Varsity Volleyball 2016 Schedule 

Day Date Opponent Location Time 

Fri. 10/14 Steiner Home 4:15 

Mon. 10/17 BFS Home 4:15 
 
 

 
Garden School I.S.A.L Middle School Soccer 2016 Schedule 

Day Date Opponent Location Time 

Thur 10/20 York Prep Randall’s Island 4:00 
 
 
 
 

Garden School on Social Media  
 
Garden parents should be sure to check out the Garden School Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/GardenSchoolNY/. There are plenty of announcements, photos and opportunities shared 
through our very active page.  
 
You can also find us on Twitter at:   https://twitter.com/gardenschoolnyc  
 

College Visits Next Week: 

Thursday 13-Oct 11:00am Salve Regina University, RI 
Monday 17-Oct 2:00pm Stevenson University, MD 
Tuesday 18-Oct 2:00pm Manhattan College, NY 
Wednesday 19-Oct 2:00pm U of Maryland , MD 
Wednesday 19-Oct 9:20am St. Lawrence U, NY 
Wednesday 21-Oct 10:00am Loyola U New Orleans LA 
 

https://www.facebook.com/GardenSchoolNY/
https://twitter.com/gardenschoolnyc


 
 

GARDEN SCHOOL ANNUAL FUND APPEAL LETTER 2016-'17 
 

 

 

September 21, 2016 

 

Dear Garden School Parents, 

 

Welcome back! With school now in session, your family is back in the busy and productive Garden community routine of 

planned field trips, rekindled friendships, creative projects and homework, and afterschool clubs and sports teams. 

Perhaps, you as a parent are being reminded about why you chose to enroll your child at Garden School in the first place. I 

trust that you are inspired again at how Garden School takes seriously the trust you have placed in us, and follows through 

on its commitment by investing itself fully in the education of your child. 

 

Just as Garden School is investing in your child and family, we need you to invest in the school and right now, the Annual 

Fund needs your help. As you know, like all independent schools, Garden's tuition does not cover the entire cost of 

educating your child. Every year, it is standard for a "fundraising" line item to be included in an independent school's 

budgeted income. Therefore, the school depends on this annual fundraising, and especially the Annual Fund, to support 

the successful implementation of Garden School’s mission. 

Last year, this community raised over $50,000 towards the Annual Fund and we thank you for your support in achieving 

that milestone. With your help, Garden has continued to improve its educational offerings and its physical plant in ways 

seen and unseen:  

 

 With the assistance and support of the PTA and the Library Committee, we completed a much-needed renovation 

of the Library; 

 40 new computers were purchased for the computer room and classrooms; 

 A cashless, electronic payment system was installed in the cafeteria; 

 Two new commercial refrigerators were purchased for the kitchen; 

 Much needed new and more efficient heating boilers were purchased for the main building. 

 

Naturally, we have plans for more program and facility improvements, which is why your participation in the Annual 

Fund is so critical. 

 

While the size of your donation is important and we encourage you to be generous, our goal is 100% participation within 

the Garden Community, and we need your help to achieve that goal. Our Board of Trustees has demonstrated its 

leadership by already achieving that goal with gifts totaling over $10,000 to the Library renovation, and has set its goals 

higher for the Annual Fund. In support of Garden School's Mission, and in recognition of the investment and trust you 

have placed in your child's school, we ask you make a donation now to the Annual Fund and help us reach this goal. 

 

Please join me in celebrating our school and in supporting its mission to educate our students to the highest of academic, 

social and personal standards. 

 

Please go to www.gardenschool.org/giving for information and to make your donation online. On behalf of all alumni, 

current and future generations of Garden students, we thank you for your generosity. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Richard Marotta, Ph.D.                      Michael Rakosi, ‘64                  Jean Kinn, Alumni Parent ‘06 

Headmaster                                         President, Board of Trustees     Chair, Annual Fund 

Alumni Parent ‘00         Member, Board of Trustees 

Current Grandparent ’31 

http://www.gardenschool.org/giving


 

 
Upper Division Academic Advisors 2016-'17 
 
Grade 12   Marlene Dapice, Advisor mschultz@gardenschool.org 
Grade 11   Sarah O'Sullivan, Advisor  ssmith@gardenschool.org 
Grade 10   Amira Booth-Soifer, Advisor asoifer@gardenschool.org 
Grade 9    Cherie Wangenstein, Advisor cwangenstein@gardenschool.org 
Grades 7 and 8   Nancy Massand, Dean  nmassand@gardenschool.org 
 
 

 
Upper Division Clubs and Sports with Adviser/Coach Contacts 
 

Club or Activity Faculty Representative Contact Email 

Art Club Tiina Prio tprio@gardenschool.org 

Diversity Club Agustin Melara amelara@gardenschool.org 

Fitness Club Flance Dervishi fdervishi@gardenschool.org 

 Cherie Wangenstein cwangenstein@gardenschool.org 

International Club Agustín Melara amelara@gardenschool.org 

 Greig Roselli groselli@gardenschool.org 

Japan Club Tom Heineman theineman@gardenschool.org 

 Sarah Blakeley sblakeley@gardenschool.org 

Pythagorean Club (Math) Lucien Gherghi lgherghi@gardenschool.org 

Honor Society Agustín Melara amelara@gardenschool.org 

Key Club Jim Pigman jpigman@gardenschool.org 

Radio Ham Club (UD only) John Hale jhale@gardenschool.org 

Lego Robotics Marlene Dapice mschultz@gardenschool.org 

Literary Magazine Richard Marotta rmarotta@gardenschool.org 

Middle School Debate Richard Kruczek rkruczek@gardenschool.org 

 Phil D’Anna pdanna@gardenschool.org 

High School Debate Amira Booth-Soifer asoifer@gardenschool.org 

Model United Nations Sarah Smith-O’Sullivan ssmith@gardenschool.org 

Student Council Sonia Ambarsom sambarsom@gardenschool.org 

Yearbook Richard Marotta rmarotta@gardenschool.org 

Tech Crew Richard Marotta rmarotta@gardenschool.org 

Middle School Soccer Richard Kruczek rkruczek@gardenschool.org 

 Flance Dervishi fdervishi@gardenschool.org 

Varsity Soccer Gabriel Gomis ggomis@gardenschool.org 

Varsity Volleyball Flance Dervishi fdervishi@gardenschool.org 

 Cherie Wangenstein cwangenstein@gardenschool.org 
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Parent Teacher Association 
By:  Maria D'Amore, PTA Vice-President 

Dear Garden Parents & Faculty, 
 
The Garden School PTA needs your help! Garden School is filled with such beautiful diversity... What better way to 
celebrate that diversity than with our very own cookbook! 
 

"The Many Flavors of Garden" 
 

The cookbook will be available for sale by mid-November - but we need you to make it 
happen! We are requesting a family recipe from each Garden Family/Faculty member! It can 
be an appetizer, entree or dessert... 
 
Please submit your family favorite, along with your child's name/grade & country of origin. 
Recipe is preferred via email, but please feel free to send in a written recipe with your child! 
Help us make this happen! Please send us your recipe today! 
 
Questions?  Ask! Thank you for your continued support! 

 
All parents and teachers are invited to participate in PTA events. Members in good standing (those who have paid their 
dues) may vote. Dues of $50 may be paid directly to the Garden School PTA or added to your tuition bill. 
Our PTA 2016117 meeting dates are: Tuesday, October  13th, Tuesday, January 24th, Tuesday, April 25th, PTA 2017-'18 
Elections May 24th. All meetings are at 8:30 AM in the Library. 
 
For 2016-20i7, we need help with these events: Spring Book Fair, Chair/Co-Chairs, Holiday Gift Boutique Decorators, 
Wrappers, Personal Shoppers, Movie Night Chair/Co-Chairs and the Walkathon Chair/Co-Chairs. 
 
We are very grateful to our Class Representatives this year! Thank you for your help! 

 12th Grade  Bruce Campbell & Christine Chudnovsky 
 11th Grade Mary Petruso  
 10th Grade  Emily Ades & Rachel Gladstein  
 9th  No class rep (please volunteer!) 
 8th  Yelena Shalamov & Nat Warren 
 7th  Monita Pichardo & Hazel Roseboro  
 6th Grade Scott Kahn and Maria D'Amore 
 5th  Lynda Welburn & Nicole Sharpe  
 4th  Blair Papagni  
 3rd  Dawn Dalia  
 2nd  Nicole Adams  
 1st Grade Clara Solomon and Maria D'Amore 
  Kindergarten Paola Quezada De Castro 
 PK3/4  Phil Syers 
 Nursery  Shama Saqi & Amanda Croushore  

 
We thank you for your past and continued support. We welcome your input. We look forward to a spectacular year. 

Contact us with questions and to volunteer your time, vision and talent. Email: pta@gardenschool.org 

 

THIRD ANNOUNCEMENT! 

mailto:pta@gardenschool.org


 

Nursery Social Studies  

By:  Carmela Knopf (Nursery Teacher)  

 Christopher Columbus has been the talk of our Nursery class during 

this short school week. We learned that he discovered America in 

1942 and had 3 ships. We made Columbus puppets, colored his 

three ships and made hats to wear home. On the Smartboard, we 

watched our friend, Kermit the Frog, tell us the Christopher 

Columbus story. We also read In 1492 by Jean Marzollo to reinforce 

our lesson.  

Nursery is also happy to announce the completion of learning their 

colors! Coming up next, shapes! 

 

Pre-K Math 

By:  Eileen Reyes (Pre-K Teacher, Early Childhood Program, Dean)  

Geometry is one of the first math units to be introduced to the Pre-K class.  The 

students have been learning t o identify different kinds of shapes based on the 

properties of each.  New vocabulary is introduced as the children analyze, compare, 

and sort objects.  A new shape is added each week and connections are being made 

when these shapes are being found in the different centers around the classroom.  To 

further explore shapes the students have been building with various sized unit blocks 

on the carpet, creating with plastic pattern blocks in the math center, putting together 

magna tiles in the science center, and sorting shapes on the Smartboard.  We read Do 

You See a Shape? By Dona Herweck Rice, The Shape City Kids’ First Daly of School by 

JoAnn Burns, and Shapes are Everywhere by Charles Ghigna. 

 
Kindergarten Math 

By:  Lauren Yandow (Kindergarten Teacher)  

This week is all about patterns in Kindergarten! We have incorporated what we learned 

about shapes into our exploration of different types of patterns. Students learned how 

to create “growing” patterns as well as patterns using different colors, shapes, and 

various sized objects. Students have had many opportunities to engage in lessons 

through Smartboard activities that are engaging and interactive. 

We have also used manipulatives such as Unifix Cubes, counting bears, pattern blocks, 

and links to create patterns. Determining the type of pattern by naming each part by a 

letter, such as AB or ABC, helped the students understand the concept and repetition 

of patterning. We look forward to our new math unit next week on positioning words! 

 



 

Grade 1 Language Arts 

By:  Kristen Ahlfeld (First Grade Teacher)  

The first graders are taking October by storm!  In Language Arts the students are 

learning to write sentences and paragraphs, using capital letters and punctuation 

correctly. Through inventive spelling techniques they created wonderful adventures.  

On Friday the class took turns public speaking in front of their peers.  The students were 

excited as they read their stories and then happily accepted applause from the 

audience.  We look forward to more exciting writing adventures. 

 

 

Grade 2 Language Arts 

By:  Paula James (Second Grade Teacher, Grades 1-3, Dean)  

The second grade students have been working on identifying parts of speech with a focus on the subject of the 

sentence. We have used a variety of texts, including poetry, to recognize that the subject may not always be the first 

noun in the sentence. The second graders have also worked with partners to find common and proper nouns within 

their reading text book. We are looking forward to building our grammar skills over the upcoming weeks. 

 

 

Grade 3 Language Arts 

By:  Julia Schatten (Third Grade Teacher)  

The third graders are taking a closer look at sentences and punctuation. They are learning to recognize if the written 

words form a sentence, a complete thought, and if so, what kind of end mark to use. Students are strengthening their 

writing skills by implementing the correct use of periods, question marks, and exclamation marks.  

 

Grade 4 Science 

By:  Marlene D'apice (Science Teacher, Science Department, Chair) 

Students have been quite busy thus far.  They have performed an exercise to demonstrate both the difficulties involved 

in writing a set of directions required to construct an object as well as the need to follow said directions step-by-step.  In 

addition, students have explored how taxonomists classify organisms and did an activity involving the use of a 

dichotomous key to classify a set of objects. Observational skills, being an important part of any scientific investigation, 

are continually being worked on in class.  Students examined symmetry in nature and were asked to draw lines of 

symmetry (if present) along diagrams of various organisms.  Observations of various plants are currently being pursued.  

Students are examining the specimens and drawing what they see.  It’s not the easiest task.  An understanding of the 

need not to rush is something students must learn to appreciate.  This will especially become more important when 

specimens are viewed under the microscope. Looking forward to the upcoming weeks, the students will start to work 

with problem solving and critical thinking problems. These problems will promote challenges that will elicit creative and 

critical thinking. 

 



 

Grade 5 Science 

By:  Lou Albano (Science Teacher) 

Our ambitious fifth graders continue with their study of Science on an advanced level.  

We began our discussions with the necessity for the classification of living things in a 

systematic, organized, and universal manner.  Vertebrates and invertebrates were compared and contrasted.  We 

further discussed plants, carefully studying the qualities of plants that allow for their classification.  Students were able 

to see why the classification system has evolved and changed over time.  Students have recently been exposed to the 

study of cells, both plant and animal types.  The organelles of the cells were identified and discussed.  How cells work 

together to form tissues of various types were part of our ongoing discussion. We are currently discussing how organs 

work together to form organ systems.  

Our future topics will include the human body systems.  Several hands-on activities will solidify the students’ 

understanding of their complex bodies.  The fifth graders anre working hard to understand how such a small, 

microscopic cell can lead to the intricate importance of body systems in living things.   

Grade 6 Science    

By:  John Hale (Science Teacher) 

The 6th grade science class is starting their studies of plant and animal reproduction.  

The will use microscopes to see the different phases of mitosis and then calculate which 

phase was lasted the longest.  With this understanding of mitosis they will be able to see 

how this process relates to meiosis.  To help keep their skills up in the laboratory, they 

will work on their measuring skills using the Triple Beam Balance and Calipers. 

Grade 7 World Languages 

By:  Gabriel Gomis (French Teacher) 

French 7 students have been practicing the present tense of -er verbs. They are now accustomed to most of the -er 

verbs. They can use those verbs also to express their likes and dislikes. In addition, they have reviewed their cardinal 

numbers from 0 to 1000. Oral practice has been part of the routine these past two weeks. They did a short project 

expressing their likes or dislikes of some celebrities in the world of sport, politics, or music. 

 

Grade 8 World Languages 

By:  Agustín Melara (Chair, World Languages Department) 

The studying of a second language is not limited to the acquisition of useful 

vocabulary or the proper use of grammatical structures. It also requires the 

student to learn about the country (or countries) at hand through geography.  

One the first concepts learned in the eighth grade, therefore, is to correctly 

identify all Spanish-speaking nations in the world, as well as their respective 

capitals and their geographical location.  To measure their level of 

understanding, students were quizzed and tested last week on this very 

important aspect of studying a second language.  



 
This lesson also provided us with an opportunity to explore the 

significance of Hispanic Heritage Month in the United States--and 

there is no better way to observe this than with a delicious lunch, a 

movie, and some music in the classroom! We enjoyed arroz con pollo, 

empanadas, tacos, ceviche, flan, arroz en leche, guava-filled pastry, 

and flavorful drinks. Thanks to all the parents and students who made 

this possible. ¡Delicioso! 

 

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 
In 1988, the United States officially declared September 15 through October 15 as Hispanic Heritage Month. Since then, 

its aim has been to recognize the achievements and the contributions of the Hispanic community in the United States.   

Can you name all the Spanish-speaking countries represented below? 

 

 

Grade 9 and 10 Physical Education 

By:  Cherie Wangenstein (Physical Education Teacher) 

Ninth and Tenth grade has started off physical education with a soccer unit. During the first weeks of the unit, we have a 

short development of basic soccer skill set. During the last two weeks, we have both grades competing in a mini soccer 

tournament. Before each tournament, both classes start off with a high energy tag game. This is help them wake up and 

increase their heart rate. After their tag game students will stretch as a group before the games begin. All teams are 

equally divided with equivalent skill set and both classes compete for tournament champion. Soon tournament 

champion will be crowned and ninth and tenth grade will start the next unit of volleyball.  

Grade 11 History - Advancement Placement 

By:  Richard Kruczeck (History Teacher) 

The AP United States history class is off to a real flying start! Besides gaining a feel for the type of exam questions that 

they'll face in May, having seen all of them already, the students are very enthusiastic about this genre. Even at the end 

of the dreaded triple period, the students remain bright-eyed and energetic. They are a true pleasure to work with, and I 

see great things in their future! 

As for where we are in the chronological timeline, we have arrived at the doorstep of the Revolution: 1763, a watershed 

year in world history for a number of reasons - not the least being Great Britain's  takeover of all land (minus the 

Floridas) east of the Mississippi River. Their wayward and cruel attempts to control that land are why that land 

became.... the United States of America. I can't wait to discuss it with this wonderful group of scholars. 



 

Grade 11 History - Advancement Placement 

By:  Richard Kruczeck (History Teacher) 

Economics class is going nicely. The class is engaged, with only a slight hint of the onset of that horrific affliction, 

"Senioritis." Kidding aside, the class has devoured the principles of supply and demand, and is currently engaged in the 

splendor that is the Price Elasticity of Demand. This group remains a very dedicated one, and one with which I dearly 

wish I had a few more years. 

High School Science - Advanced Placement Biology 
By:  Marlene D'apice (Science Teacher, Science Department, Chair) 

Students in AP Biology are working hard to grasp the concepts presented.  There’s a great deal of material to get 

through and understand.  To that end, students have been presented with critical thinking exercises.  In these, a 

situation is presented and five potential explanations are posited.  It is up to the individual student to accept one 

explanation and reject the other four; however, each acceptance or rejection requires an explanation.  In addition, 

practice essays are given.  These essays afford students an opportunity to hone their skills.  A review of what an AP essay 

requires and what potential readers will look for is reviewed in class.  A rubric is established and each student has an 

opportunity to act as a “reader” by examining essays written by fellow classmates.  Class discussions, skills exercises, and 

laboratory investigations will also be an integral part of the year as students prepare for the AP exam.  

 

Grade 5 and 6 Field Trip to Camp Herrlich  

By: Phil D'Anna (Language Arts) 
Last week, 36 fifth and sixth grades students went to Camp 

Herrlich in Putnam County for a three-day field trip accompanied 

by Mr. D’Anna, Ms. Renner, Mrs. Prio, and Mr. John Vogel. Once 

there, the students settled into their cabins quickly, broke into 

three groups, and began their exploration of the nature 

preserve. 

For nearly three days, the students were engaged in various 

science-focused activities such as pond ecology, alternative 

energy, orienteering, and more! Each day, the boys and girls 

participated in these new activities with enthusiasm and inquiry. The hands-on classes allowed the groups to explore, 

investigate, and inquire about their own learning outside of a classroom setting. They even got to feed the sheep and 

pigs at the camp’s zoo! 

Each night featured a new activity. On Wednesday, the class enjoyed a camp fire where they roasted marshmallows 

before venturing on an exciting night hike! They partnered up and trusted their classmates as they navigated dark paths. 

On Thursday night, the boys and girls teamed up to compete in various trivia-type games. The students were eager to 

display their interest and demonstrate their knowledge. They were quizzed on their knowledge of social studies, science, 

math, English, current events, and even music! Each student brought their expertise to the game and helped their team 

complete the rounds. 



 
Theo, the Camp Chef, took special care of those students with food 

allergies, ensuring they had specially prepared meals. In addition 

to Theo’s hard work, the students were responsible for assigning 

ten waiters and waitresses for each meal. Together, the students 

practiced setting the dining tables, serving food, and 

demonstrated proper table etiquette. We even celebrated the 

birthdays of Henry Hopmann (grade 6) and Theodora Reyes (grade 

5) with a surprise birthday cake! It was wonderful to see students 

working alongside one another to coordinate each delicious meal. 

During “free time” the students organized soccer games, 

imaginative games, discussed common interests, and enjoyed each 

other’s company; they also played board games, shared jokes and stories, and simply got to know each other more 

personally. 

It was an unforgettable time for all of the students who attended and a trip that left each person with his or her own 

special memory. Together the students will remember meaningful time spent with their classmates that have 

transferred to Garden that will help facilitate social and academic environments.  

 

 

 

 

  


