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Thoughts for the Week 
By  Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster 

As we move into our winter break, I am so delighted that this school year, our first 

year as a NYSAIS accredited school, has been such a wonderful period for us at Garden 

School.  

Our sports teams were hard-working, team-oriented, and 

ultimately successful with our Middle School Girls’ 

basketball team completing an undefeated season, and the 

Boys’ JV basketball team winning its division, and then the 

playoff championship game yesterday.  

Our Poetry Recitation on Thursday was spectacular, with all of 

our performers reciting poems from the African American tradition in honor of Black 

History Month. This fall, our Garden School Ham Radio Club won a blue ribbon at the 

Maker's Fair and also stepped up to be of service to families affected by Hurricane 

Maria and received extensive media coverage in recognition of their efforts. 

Our community responded with characteristic generosity to the fundraising 

call of Giving Tuesday. Now, the Garden Gala Committee reports record early 

bird ticket sales, and they are arranging a particularly grand masquerade 

evening of dinner, dancing, and bargains on April 1st   for us all, beginning with 

the Wine Tasting Kickoff Evening on March 9th. The PTA has organized 

wonderful events and parties including the recent Book Fair and an 

extraordinary International Night and Halloween parties. 

School clubs are active with the Key Club in the midst of a "Kan 

Kancer" fundraiser, the debate team is about to host a debate 

tournament next month,  and there have been successful bake sales, a 

K through Third grade trip to a live performance of The Cat in the Hat 

at Queens College, a Kindness Poster Campaign evident throughout 

the campus, and much more. Our international trip to Italy departs this evening and last, but not least, I 

made this year's half-court shot! 

During our Break, we have an opportunity to reflect on just how wonderful a school and community we are, 

thanks to our families, our teachers, our alumni, , and our 95 year history of following through on our 

mission of meeting "responsibly the challenges of everyday life by promoting academic achievement, 

personal development and social involvement." 

Enjoy the week and come back ready for more exciting and important learning experiences. 

 
Richard Marotta, Ph.D. 
Headmaster 



 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 Monday, Feb. 19 - Friday, Feb. 23: School Closed for February Break 

 Monday, February 26: Classes Resume 

 Monday February 26: Re-enrollment Contracts Due 

 Saturday, March 3rd: Debate Home Tournament at Garden School 10AM-4 PM 

 Friday, March 9: GALA Kickoff @ 7PM 

 Friday, March 16: School Closed for Faculty Workshop Day 

 Friday, March 23: Marking Period #3 Ends 

 Monday, March 26 - Monday, April 2: School Closed for Spring Break 

 Tuesday, April 3: Classes Resume 

 Thursday, April 5: Report Cards Distributed 

 Friday, April 6: Report Cards Returned 

 Friday, April 13: GALA 
 

 
The Daniel Webster Society, Garden School’s debate team, invites you... 
By:  Philip D'Anna (Dean of Grades 4-6, Daniel Webster Society Faculty Representative) 

The Daniel Webster Society of Garden School is our middle school debate team. 

We compete in the Empire Division of the New York Debate League, sponsored by 

the English-Speaking Union of the United States. The Empire Division is arguably 

the most elite of all the ESUUS' many divisions across the East Coast, sporting the 

strongest three-person teams from schools such as Hackley (reigning regional 

champions), Speyer (runners-up), Nightingale-Bamford and the Harvey School. 

Read more about the League here. 

 

The Daniel Webster Society invites you to our home tournament on Saturday March 3, 2018 from 10am until 4pm. Any 

students and families who are interested in joining the team next year are welcome to see how the Daniel Webster 

Society and the teams of the New York Debate League engage in a Parliamentary-style debate forum. At the tournament 

,you will see how teams prepare arguments for or against four resolutions then argue their cases in systematic rounds of 

discourse. This month’s topics are: 

 The first amendment should not protect hate speech 

 Remove the statue of Christopher Columbus from Columbus Circle. 

 Place a sin tax on junk food. 

 Earth’s moon was formed according to the Giant Impact Hypothesis 

 

If interested, you can come for as little or as long as you would like for any portion, and report to the gymnasium and 

learn about our award-winning debate team! 

Remember! 
 

Teacher and staff 
names by their 
articles are also 

email links! 

mailto:pdanna@gardenschool.org
http://www.esuus.org/esu/programs/middle_school_debate/NYDL/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=weblink&utm_campaign=mspdpsite&utm_content=text


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Pre-K For All - Language Arts 
By:   Lauren Murray  (PKFA Teacher)  
As we continue our study on community helpers, the children have been exploring 

who they are and how they help our community. This investigation has included 

learning about various tools and discovering new vocabulary words. 

 

This week, the children have been sharing their thoughts on how they connect with 

community helpers both in the classroom and out in the community around them. To 

strengthen connections to their own lives we have invited parents and other 

community members to come and share their knowledge with the students. As they 

explored in centers and showed a deeper understanding about the topic, they used 

some new vocabulary words such as ambulance, emergency and safety. This will 

continue to help the children to have a deeper understanding of why community 

helpers are important.  

 

 

Nursery - Science  

By:  Carmela Knopf (Nursery Teacher)  

Valentine’s Day, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln were the topics in our 

nursery class this week. 

For Valentine’s day were enjoyed making a fun craft gluing conversation hearts onto 

initials.  We read The Littlest Valentine by Brandi Dougherty.  On the smart board, we 

sang along to the “H-E-A-R-T” song.  We learned that George Washington was our 1st 

president and is on the quarter and $1 bill, and that Abraham Lincoln was the 16th 

president and on the penny and five dollar bill.  We made stick puppets of them to 

take home and share. We wish everyone a happy and healthy Winter Break. See you 

all on the 26th. 

 

Pre - Kindergarten Science  

By:  Eileen Reyes (Dean, Early Childhood)  

Children generally don’t start brushing their own teeth until at least kindergarten, but 

good oral hygiene should be taught as early as possible. Teaching kids healthy dental 

habits at a young age can help set them up for a lifetime of clean and healthy teeth.  

February is Dental Health Month.  Each year, there is a new focus, and this year, the 

American Dental Association encourages children to “Brush Your Teeth with Fluoride 

Toothpaste and Clean between Your Teeth for a Healthy Smile.” A healthy diet is 

another way to keep teeth healthy.  Lessons on how to keep teeth healthy has been 

the focus this week through reading, cooking, art, and simple circling activities.  We 

read Dentists and What They Do by Liesbet Slegers, Teeth Are Not for Biting by 

Elizabeth Verdick, and Why Should I Eat Well by Claire Llewellyn to support our area of 

study.  

mailto:lmurray@gardenschool.org
mailto:cvitiello@gardenschool.org
mailto:ereyes@gardenschool.org


 

Early Childhood - Black History Month 
By:  Eileen Reyes (Dean, Early Childhood)  

Alma Woodsey Thomas (September 22, 1891 – February 24, 1978) 

was an African-American Expressionist painter and art  educator.  A 

prominent abstract painter of the 1960s and 1970s, Alma Thomas 

was the first African American woman to have a solo art exhibition 

at the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York, in 1971. 

Celebrated for her dexterous use of color, Thomas is most closely 

identified with her abstracts composed of poetic, ordered patterns 

of dabs and daubs. Emphasizing primary colors, using acrylic and 

graphite on canvas, is an example of her vibrant, concentric circle 

paintings. Her work graces the Old Family Dining Room at the 

White House. 

 

In February, First Lady Michelle Obama revealed the newly 

refurbished space where Thomas’s “Resurrection” is displayed on 

the north wall. The painting is the first artwork by an African 

American woman to hang in the public spaces of the White House 

and enter the permanent collection. The Nursery, Pre-K, and K 

students were inspired to create an abstract using ordered patterns 

of torn colored paper in her honor.  You can see this new creation 

hanging in the show case in the main hall across from the Pre-K and 

K classroom. 

 

 

Kindergarten Science  

By:  Lauren Yandow (Kindergarten Faculty)  

 Over the past couple of weeks, we began our unit on the Arctic circle! This unit incorporates both geography, cultural 

studies, and science exploration. We began the unit last week by discussing what we think we may already know as well 

as what we want to learn about the Arctic through a KWL chart. Students were exposed to using this type of tool when 

learning about a new topic and learned how to organize their ideas and questions which facilitated interesting discussions 

about this area of the Earth. We used our globe to locate the Arctic circle and discussed what countries we already 

recognized from past geography lessons such as Canada and Russia as well as other land we were unfamiliar with. We 

also discussed whether or not the Arctic is close to the equator and what that might mean about the weather there. In 

the "K" column of our chart, we wrote that we know the arctic is cold and that there is snow because it is far from the 

equator. We also wrote that polar bears live there. Some questions we wrote in our "W" column of our KWL charts were: 

are there people in the Arctic? What other animals live in the arctic besides polar bears? What kind of food do 

animals/people eat?  

 

This week we focused in on the countries in the Arctic circle using informational texts on each of the 7 countries: Canada, 

Greenland, Russia, United States (Alaska), Norway, Sweden, and Finland. Students broke into small groups of three or 

four and were assigned a different country to research. They worked together to look at pictures of these places in their 

books and explore different aspects of the land, people, animals, food, etc. Each student chose one thing to illustrate 

mailto:ereyes@gardenschool.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expressionism
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/02/10/first-lady-michelle-obama-announces-opening-old-family-dining-room-publi
mailto:lyandow@gardenschool.org


 
about their country and labeled their illustrations. They then created webs with their illustrations and shared what they 

learned about their country with their peers. The students were excited to discover that there are in fact people who live 

in the Arctic as well as many other animals! This activity expanded students' vocabulary on the topic and allowed for 

collaborative teamwork! We look forward to learning more about arctic animals after our winter break! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4-5 Social Studies  

By:  Jackie Renner (Social Studies Teacher)  

Fourth Grade packed up their Southeast region suitcases and traveled into the Midwest. The essential question the 

fourth grade faced was, how does where we live affect who we are? Through readings, PowerPoints, songs, and research, 

students come to understand the unique climate and geography of the Midwest. The Midwest became a transportation 

center, and farmland attracted settlers and led to the growth of cities. 

 

This week, the class worked through a document-based question. The class was given four documents, a map of the 

rivers of the Midwest, an excerpt from Little House on the Prairie, a diagram of farm technology, and charts about farm 

production. They discussed and answered questions based on the documents. students wrote three paragraphs 

independently using evidence from the documents and their knowledge of the Midwest: one describing the hardships 

faced by pioneer farmers, one explaining the impact of technology on farms, and one relating how farm production has 

changed over 50 years. Their last project is to design a commemorative plate for one of the Midwestern states before 

venturing into the Southwest.  

mailto:jrenner@gardenschool.org


 
The fifth grade battled their way to freedom and were presented with the question: what is the purpose of government? 

Throughout the chapter, the students discovered how the American government was structured under the Articles of 

Confederation and its weaknesses, summarized the struggles and compromises involved in writing the U.S. Constitution, 

analyzed the basic principles of democracy and why they are important today. The class has created timelines of events 

from the Revolution to the Constitutional Convention. They paid particular attention to the causes and effects of Shays’ 

Rebellion. The class wrote paragraphs supporting either the Virginia Plan or the New Jersey Plan. They also wrote about 

which of the Ten Amendments was the most important in their opinion, why was it important in the past and today, and 

offered a real life example. 

 

The fifth grade has read many primary sources this year, and this week they read the Preamble to the Constitution. After 

they used their textbooks to explain each part of the Preamble. They discussed what our country would be like without 

each principle. The fifth grade will be following the path of the young nation up through the Seneca Falls Convention in 

the next chapter. 

 

Grade 7 and 8 Physical Education 

By:  Flance Dervishi (Physical Education Teacher)  

For the past three weeks, we have been playing ultimate Frisbee 

with the seventh and eighth grades. Ultimate Frisbee is a team 

sport played with a flying disc. The object of the game is to score 

more points than your opponent by passing the disc to a 

teammate in the opposing end zone, similar to American football. 

Players may not run with the disc and must keep a pivot foot while 

holding the disc in their hand. Ultimate Frisbee is a very fast-paced 

sport and it involves good team strategies to win a game. This is a 

great and exciting sport for the students because it involves 

different types of skills. Such as teamwork, catching, throwing, and 

strategy. We are starting a tournament this week and will try to 

finish by Friday with a champion if not we will finish it when we come back from break. 

Grade 7 World Language - Mandarin 

By:  Kelly Jie (World Language Faculty)  

Today is the first day of the New Year on the Chinese lunar calendar. Each year of the 

calendar's 12-year cycle is represented by an animal. According to the Chinese zodiac, people 

born during a given year share traits with that animal. 2018 is the year of the Dog. Those born 

in the Year of the Dog are said to be very sincere and they're very loyal to friends. 

 

This month I introduced students to the Chinese New Year by having them explore the Chinese zodiac. Begin with the 

video of “the great race” to introduce to the class how the zodiacs were been selected. Then having each student write 

two to five adjectives or phrases that describe his or her personality traits. These should not be physical characteristics 

like hair color or height, but qualities such as "a good sense of humor," "honest," or "a risk-taker." 

 

Next, the students learned the traditions of Chinese New Year, such as, wear red clothing, children receive the red 

envelope from grandparents, parents and relatives. In the end, we watched the New Year Gala show. 

mailto:fdervishi@gardenschool.org
mailto:kjie@gardenschool.org


 

Grade 9 Math - Geometry 

By:  Lauren Little (Mathematics Faculty) 

 In Geometry honors we have been studying proportions involving similar triangles. Most recently we have been focused 

on right triangles and the proportion in similar right triangles. This week the students learned the Pythagorean theorem 

and used it to find missing sides of right triangles. Going forward to students will learn about special triangles and the 

ratios in right triangles.  

 

Grade 10 Math 

By:  Sonia Ambarsom (Mathematics Faculty) 

The tenth graders have learned the basics of trigonometry. We all remember SOH CAH TOA from our own experiences. 

This acronym refers to the sine, cosine, and tangent ratios. They are now relating these ratios to the unit circle, 

specifically the angles in a circle and how they are measured. All students have been measuring angles in degrees, since 

they were first exposed to angles in elementary school. Now they are learning to measure angles in radians, or 

sometimes referred to as “Pi form”. Once they understand this radian measure as it is a more accurate way to measure 

the angle, they can then change from degree to radian form and vice versa. This will be the measurement they will use 

for the rest of this year and as they go on to the next levels of Pre-Calculus and Calculus.  

 

Grade 11 and 12 Fine Arts Elective  

By:  Christopher Zelles (Art Teacher, Fine Arts Department, Chair) 

 The 11th and 12th graders are currently working on their foreshortening projects.  For those who are not familiar with the 

term foreshortening, it means to portray or show (an object or view) as closer than it is, or as having less depth or 

distance, as an effect of perspective or the angle of vision. 

 

For this project students had to make some simple actions people do every day (tying shoes, drawing, playing chess) and 

make it visually exciting.  The projects are progressing nicely, and the final products should be fantastic.  Here is a look at 

the work so far.     
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Donate here! 

https://www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/gabriella-gladstein 

 

https://www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/gabriella-gladstein


 

 

CONGRATULATIONS GRIFFIN PLAYERS AND COACHES! 

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT SEASON! 

 
JV Boys Basketball 15-1 Record, I.S.A.L Champions! 

 
Girls Middle School Basketball, 7-0 Record! 


