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Thoughts for the Week 
By Richard Marotta, Ph.D., Headmaster 

 

This has been a very special week at Garden School. 

Beginning with International Night — organized by Mr. Gomis, Mr. Melara, Mrs. 
O’Sullivan, Mr. Heinemann, Mrs. Ahfeld, and Mr. Roselli — and culminating with a 
speaker from the United Nations, a visit from the Consul General of the Republic of 
Indonesia, flags from the world in our lobby, and a school-led trip to the United 
Nations, was a celebration of the international community and our part in it. 
 
Throughout the week, the focus was on our world, in all of its richness and diversity. 
Each speaker pointed out an important issue facing the world: women's’ right to 
equality, sustainable development goals, and disaster relief through UNICEF. Our 
students were attentive, asked questions and, at times, made suggestions as to how 
to improve the condition of our world. All of the speakers told me, personally, how 

impressed they were with the sophisticated level of questioning 
coming from our students. 
 
Each of us at Garden School knows that we have an amazingly special 
environment and have had this for many years. Diversity of skills, of 
interests, of opportunity all come together under our mission and 
within our walls. For us it is the most natural expression of our 
condition to share our experiences from all over the world. This 
sharing enriches our understanding of others and of ourselves, which 
creates an educational environment that slowly broadens and 
deepens our community’s sense of self and sense of the other. For us 
diversity is natural, which makes it a part of our identity and mission. By being who we are, we reflect the 
actual conditions of natural and human life. All of this is in keeping with our commitment to diversity and 
our embodiment of that ideal within our community. I have written before how our natural condition is 
diverse; it is the beauty of our world to display such variety of life, of shape, color, idea and spirit. Nature is 
by its own inner grammar diverse. Our school knows this, understands it and cherishes it. 

 
Mr. Abdulkadir Jailani, Consul General 
of the Republic of Indonesia, addressing 
Garden School students who helped 
raise over $1,400 to donate to the 
victims of the Earthquake and Tsunami 
in the city of Palu, Indonesia. 

http://instagram.com/gardenschoolny
http://facebook.com/gardenschoolny
http://twitter.com/gardenschoolnyc
mailto:rmarotta@gardenschool.org


 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

● Friday, October 26: Halloween Dance (in the gym) 

● Monday, October 29: Senior Photo Day 

● Tuesday, October 30: Girls JV Volleyball Team Bake Sale 

● Wednesday, October 31:  

● Halloween Dress-Up for Senior Class  

● Join Garden Families in the Jackson Heights Halloween Parade!  

● Friday, November 2: Marking Period 1 Ends 

● Wednesday, November 7: Upper Division Trip (To Kill a Mockingbird on Broadway!) N.B.: We leave at 

Third Period. 

● Wednesday, November 7: Museum of Natural History Trip for Grades 2 - 4 

● Thursday, November 8: Report Cards Distributed 

● Wednesday, November 14: Parent/Teacher Conferences (3 – 8 PM) 

● Thursday, November 15: Thanksgiving Feast for entire school 

● Thursday, Nov. 22 - Friday, Nov. 23: School Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 
● Friday, Nov. 30: Pep Rally & Senior Pasta Night 

 

 

Teachers and students show off their international attire as part of the United Nations Week events at school.  

http://www.jhbg.org/2018/10/12/halloween-parade
https://thegardenschool842-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/aroselli_gardenschool_org/ERIKPD_qkJdAqRJzCuLFe80BQu5IKcwSb2cnY5rBZ5E1Zw?e=8fPTiT
http://www.gardenschool.org/ourschool/calendar/


 

 

 
 YEARBOOK CLUB 

OF GARDEN SCHOOL 

 
DYLAN TSE 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 

Limited Time Sale! 
$65 FOR A SHORT TIME (regular price $85) 

 
Child’s Name:__________________________________________    Grade:___________ 
 
 
Parent’s Name:_________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent’s E-Mail:_________________________________________ 
 
 
Please choose your yearbook: 

• Yearbook $65.00 (limited time cost) 
• Personalization (name engraved on cover) +$7.00 

 
• Yearbook Signature Package $79.00 

− Yearbook 
− Personalization 
− Color Autograph Section 
− 8 Multi-colored Markers 

Add-ons: 
• Color Autograph Section +$3.00 
• Clear Protective Cover +$3.00 
• Photo Pockets +$3.00 

 
           Total:   $________ (Cash or Check) 



 

YEARBOOK CLUB 
OF GARDEN SCHOOL 

 
DYLAN TSE 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 
ADS & DEDICATIONS ORDER FORM 

A Yearbook Dedication is the perfect way to show someone how much you care. Order               

from as little as of a page to a full page to customize your congratulations                
on a great year or to say how much you love them. Businesses can also order ad                 
space in the same sizes, ranging from business cards to a full page ad. 

 
 

Size Price 
 

• 1/8 Page $40    (business card size) 
 

• 1/4 Page $70 
 

• 1/2 Page $120 
 

• 1 Full Page $225 
 
 

• Personal Dedication 
• Business Ad 

 
 
 
Name or Business:_________________________________________________________ 
 
Dedicated To:______________________________________________  Grade:________ 
(not necessary if a business ad) 
 
 
 
All Dedication related text and or images should be sent to keyclubsoda@gmail.com  
The deadline is February 1, 2019  

mailto:keyclubsoda@gmail.com


 

 

International Night Was a Great Success this Year. 

Thank You for Your Support - Parents, Teachers, and Students! 

 
International Night is an auspicious event at Garden School. It’s auspicious not 

because of splendor or pomp, but rather, it’s auspicious because it is totally led by 
parents, students, and teachers. 

 
This year more than twenty families donated hot food dishes and we raised $1,400 dollars to alleviate 

suffering in earthquake-stricken Indonesia. Japan Club, Diversity Club, and Key Club donated volunteers, food, 
snacks, and games. Teachers served as waiters. Students made signs and peppered the gym and hallways 
with flags of different nations. Tables were designated by region and individual food selections were labeled so 
people could know a little something about what they were eating. 

 
Such a school-wide event would not be possible without key supporters. We would especially like to 

thank all of the teachers who gave of their time to either sponsor a club at the event, provide food, or sign up 
people to attend. Also, Mrs. Nicole Adams of the Garden School P.T.A. was so helpful even when she didn’t 
have to be - and of course a thank you to all of our students from nursery through Twelfth Grade who provided 
music, fun, and dance. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Garden School Writing Center 

By: Christopher Vallario (English Faculty) 
 

Garden School’s very first student-based writing center is open 

for business! We meet in Room 23 on Tuesdays after school. We 

welcome students at any stage of the writing process. The writing 

center is an open space for discussion and students can work 

freely and gain confidence as a writer, reader, thinker, and 

speaker. The writing center is ready to help students craft their 

college application essay, assigned research papers, essays and/or 

an assignment that you are not sure how to start. 

 

Our student writing consultants include: Dylan T. (12), Matthew 

V. (12), Patrick Z. (12), Leah G. (12), and Aviva A. (12). 

 

Dispatch from Mystic, Connecticut -- the Seventh Grade (with Mr. 

Battaglia, Mrs. Blakely, and Mr. Roselli) 

Hello Garden! Go Griffins! We arrived at 11:30 on 

Wednesday morning, and after we settled* in we started 

learning about fire and ship safety procedures. After that 

we toured Mystic's outdoor and living museum. The 

students learned about the how's and why's of 

immigration and the museum staff did an excellent job in 

having the kids put themselves in the shoes of people 

making the difficult decision to move across the world to 

a foreign land. The students learned about the role of 

Ellis Island and how new arrivals were processed. They 

went to a print shop and observed a staff member using a 

hand cranked printing press. After dinner the students 

met a Russian immigrant from the 1870's and learned 

how the purchase of Alaska changed the lives of people 

living in what was then known as Russian America. Then 

they tried their hand at scrimshaw, the art of etching 

inked designs on animal bone by sailors during long 

voyages. (We used plastic). *N.B: For the photo above: Ariadne T., Ava 

Z. Brandon S., Sammy S., Daniel V., Noah A., Anna D., Jayla F., and Pemma G. pose on 

the Joseph Conrad (which was our home for two days in Mystic!) 

mailto:cvallario@gardenschool.org


 

On the second day of our Mystic Seaport Museum "Ship to Shore" program, the entire crew woke up 

on board the Joseph Conrad up at seven in the morning for reveille! We tidied up our shared space in the 

follcisle and the mid-ship. I think it was noteworthy that we had just woken up after having had slept on a 

19th century wooden vessel. After breakfast we broke up into small groups and explored the expansive 

campus of the Seaport. Some of us became apprentices in a print shop where we learned about the arduous 

task of 19th century printmaking. Some of us beat the iron while it was still hot in the blacksmith shop, and 

some of us carved ship figureheads in the woodshop. We learned how to term hemp strands into rope, and 

practiced our jump rope skills. After lunch we played games frequently seen in black and white photos of the 

early to mid-1800s on the Village Green. Next we went to the Planetarium where we solved a navigational 

puzzle while learning maritime based astronomy. At night after dinner we played maritime Jeopardy and 

made lanyards.  

On our last day, we toured in small groups the remaining portion of 

the campus - which included us climbing the rigging of the Joseph 

Conrad (yes, we did that!). We loaded ourselves onto the bus with a 

bag lunch and made it home to Jackson Heights in time for the JV 

Volleyball Championship game! Check out all of our photos here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Neil P. (7th Grade) climbs the rigging of the ship.

 

 

 

 

Francois G. makes a decorative “leaf” figurehead out of pine wood  
 

 

               Nate W. makes Johnny Cakes 

  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QyWq5c0HLngXYlU5bdNRkz4demDlq-GI


 

Garden Academic Pages: 
Read about what teachers and students are doing in their classrooms together. 

 

Pre-K for All - Physical Education and Health  
By: Maria Victora (PKFA Coordinator)  

 

Our Annual PKFA "Healthy Habit" Workshop consisted of working with families and students to ensure 

that health and safety come first. While our kids learned how to be safe during Halloween, parents learned 

about what foods are appropriate healthy snacks, how important it is for children to prevent the spread of 

germs by washing their hands properly, the critical importance getting vaccinated for Measles, Mumps, 

Rubella, and the annual Flu shot, as well as tips for what to ask at regular visits to one’s pediatrician and 

dentist.  

 

 

 

Nursery - Fine Arts & Music 
By: Tom Heineman (Fine Arts Faculty)  

 

To celebrate Halloween in the nursery, our toddlers recited the poem “5 Little Goblins” (based on “Five 

Little Monkeys”) and sang “Roll Roll Roll Your Pumpkin,” “Do You Know the Invisible Man?”, “Mary Had a Little 

Bat,” and other songs they know with – teacher-modified words. If that weren’t spooky enough, “Old 

MacDonald’s Farm” became a ranch haunted by a ghost, a cat, an owl, and a bat. In addition, we’re building on 

our collection of familiar songs we like to sing. Sing along with us: “London Bridge is Falling Down,” “She’ll Be 

Comin’ Round the Mountain,” and “Skip to My Lou” – and I’ll bet your son or daughter will sing along with you. 

 

 

mailto:theineman@gardenschool.org


 

 

Pre-Kindergarten - Fine Arts & Music 
By: Tom Heineman (Fine Arts Faculty) 
  

Our Pre-K (joined by Kindergarten) moved to the beat of the music dressed up as various Halloween creatures. 

They learned a Halloween song: “5 Little Pumpkins,” which is a favorite of students; they often request it years 

later.  Students also fashioned ghosts this week – replete with scarves for the occasion. To add a classical music 

element to the fun we were attentive to Wagner’s upbeat “Ride of the Valkyries” and Mussorgsky’s downbeat 

“Night on Bald Mountain”. When the melodies in these pieces go up and down - which they do in full force! - 

the students then shook their scarves up or down, demonstrating the “up and down motion” of the respective 

melodies. 

 

First Grade -  Math   
By: Kristen Ahfeld (First Grade Lead Teacher)  

 

 

The first graders have been practicing their math literacy by learning to read and write number words. The 

students are using a variety of learning techniques to translate digits into written words. The children love and 

enjoy listening to the “Number Words Rap” on the smartboard  to reinforce spelling numbers through singing.  

 

mailto:theineman@gardenschool.org
mailto:kmanson@gardenschool.org


 

A highlight of the week was venturing outside for our math lesson to practice writing number words with chalk 

on the pavement. The children matched objects to correspond to digits and written form. The class is also 

enjoying playing number word puzzles and games to support the learning of these concepts. 

Third Grade - Math  
By: Rachel Vidal (Third Grade Lead Teacher) 

 

In Math, the third graders have been working on word problems.  They are learning different strategies 

to help decode the problem to successfully find the solution.  They are learning to identify the important facts 

of the problem and which strategy would be most useful to solve the problem.  We are encouraging the 

children to visualize the problem and ask themselves, “What is the problem really asking?” Children can feel 

intimidated by word problems, but by pulling out the useful facts and choosing a method to find the solution, 

word problems become less scary. 

Word problems teach a student to use both logic and creative ability to solve real life challenges. It 

teaches how to apply the basic mathematical operations like adding, subtraction, multiplication, division, etc. 

into real life problems. When a student visualizes the word problem he/she will be able to get to the solution 

quicker. Solving word problems can develop a good understanding of mathematical concepts, which is valuable 

in teaching children to solve problems in their everyday lives. My hope is that they discover that math can be 

interesting and enjoyable, and far from scary. 

 

Fourth Grade - Language Arts  
By: Phil D'Anna (Language Arts Teacher)  

  

The fourth grade has been hard at work through the first quarter. The students have finished their first 

novel, The Year of the Book. This wonderful story has encouraged many discussions about empathy for others 

and what it takes to be a good friend. Anna, the main character of the story, teaches us that, even though she 

and her friend Laura grew apart, everyone deserves a second chance. In the upcoming weeks we will be 

starting a mystery novel called Room One, by Andrew Clements. During this unit the students will refine their 

predicting skills and their ability to draw conclusions from text evidence. 

In the interim, we will spend some time honing their understanding of grammar, specifically with a 

focus on common and proper nouns, proper spelling of singular and plural nouns, and the ability to correct 

run-on and fragmented sentences. As writers, the students have been diligent in developing strong paragraphs. 

We highlight the need for a strong topic sentence, supporting details, and closing sentences to finalize a piece. 

So far the class has loved engaging with their reading and writing, and I anticipate further excitement as we 

look to start another novel soon! 

 

Fifth Grade - Language Arts 
By: Phil D'Anna (Language Arts Teacher)  

 

mailto:rvidal@gardenschool.org
mailto:pdanna@gardenschool.org
mailto:pdanna@gardenschool.org


 

Matt and Attean are two boys from very different cultures. Matt, a white settler from Massachusetts, 

has moved to the developing Maine territory. Attean, a member of the Beaver Tribe, has inhabited those lands 

for many years along with his family members. These two boys, despite their very different upbringing, have 

been bound by a treaty whereby Matt will teach Attean English skills while Attean teaches Matt survival skills 

essential to the success of his family’s land. What neither boy realizes, though, is that they are learning much 

more than they expected. It would initially seem that Matt and Attean have nothing in common, but as days 

turn to weeks the boys develop a mutual respect and humble admiration for the others’ way of life. 

The novel The Sign of the Beaver is the first novel that the fifth grade is reading as a class. Paralleling the 

social studies curriculum with an investigation of colonialism, the fifth grade is discovering that even people 

from vastly different backgrounds can bond over commonalities. As they watch Matt and Attean’s relationship 

develop, the class has discussed the importance of respect, the ways by which we benefit from our friendships, 

and the necessity for responsibility in our everyday lives. With character building and critical thinking at the 

forefront of our curriculum, the students have already begun to take note of key elements to Matt and Attean’s 

friendship. It is the goal that throughout the year the students will apply these praiseworthy behaviors to their 

own interpersonal dealings. 

 

Sixth Grade - Language Arts 
By: Phil D'Anna (Language Arts Teacher)  

 

The sixth grade has just completed its first novel, The Egypt Game, by Zilpha Keatley Snyder. While 

reading this novel as a class, the students were also charged with the responsibility of choosing a second novel 

by Snyder to read on their own. Many students raved about how intriguing their chosen novel was or asked me 

if there were more books connected to their story. By the end of the unit, all of the students had found a book 

that they could appreciate reading because it was a book they chose on their own. As we read across the 

genres, my hope this year is that the sixth graders will find their own passion for reading. It may be mysteries, 

science fiction, realistic fiction, or even graphic novels. Regardless of the style the connect with, I hope that 

they’ll connect. 

In conjunction with read such a variety of literature, the sixth graders and I have also been talking about 

how we communicate our ideas thoughtfully and intelligibly. I recounted a story during one of our lessons 

wherein my younger cousin, many years ago, scored poorly on a written report. He blew off the grade because 

he “knew what he was trying to say, but the teacher didn’t get it.” The students had a good laugh at this, but 

the point was clear: we study writing so that we can learn to communicate our thoughts and ideas effectively. 

This year, students are going to develop strong writing habits so that they can masterfully convey their own 

thoughts. In doing so, I hope that they will each find their own voice as writers, too. 
 

Seventh Grade - Science 
By: Lou Albano (Science Faculty)  

 

The seventh grade class has forged into the study of Life Science.  The students have been exposed to 

life science in the lower grades, but they are now revisiting concepts that they have studied with more vigor. 

mailto:pdanna@gardenschool.org
mailto:lalbano@gardenschool.org


 

Our discussions have included the scientific method and inquiry.  All students should approach the study of any 

scientific discipline with a good understanding of how a scientist thinks and how proper experimentation is an 

essential necessity.  The students became more aware that every experiment does not necessarily lead to the 

expected result.  We further investigated how technological advances have aided scientist throughout time. 

The proper safety procedures are of the utmost importance in the laboratory environment.  Understanding the 

characteristics of life and the needs of living things were also discussed.  The need for the classification of living 

things has shown both unity and diversity in our biosphere.  We then proceeded to further understand the 

basic unit of life: the cell.  Ongoing classroom time has been utilized to understand how cell processes occur, 

and how the importance of the physical environment of an atom is essential to the normalcy of a cell.  Students 

are preparing a project that is called “the edible cell” where they will construct a cell from food products and 

present it to their classmates in the upcoming week. 

 

Eighth Grade - Physical Science - Exploring the Periodic Table and Chemical 
Reactions   
By: John Hale (Science Faculty)  

 

Finding Patterns in the Periodic Table  

The periodic table is a visual index of all the known elements on our planet -- in an easy-to-use table 

found in most Science classrooms. We used the patterns in the periodic table to help understand how the 

oxidation numbers and valence number work with chemical reactions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding Chemical Reactions in the World Around Us 

 

Did you know you can clean your old coins with ordinary household chemicals? 

Our physical science class can tell you! Chemistry is everywhere we look, in the raw 

ingredients that make up a meal, and in the solutions that make up soaps and hair gel. 

To add to our knowledge, and to connect theory with the empirical nature of science, 

we are using hands-on lab work where students are learning the chemical and physical 

properties of acids and bases, and the conditions that are needed to create chemical 

reactions.  

 

An Inter-Curricular Adventure: Mr. Fine Arts Meets Mr. Science  

mailto:jhale@gardenschool.org


 

In collaboration, with Mr. Heineman, our Music instructor, the eighth grade science students are 

building their own musical instrument -- at the end of which they will analyze their instrument in Music class. 

 

  

mailto:theineman@gardenschool.org


 

Ninth Grade - Ancient and Medieval History 
By: Richard Kruczek (History Faculty)  
 

The students have just finished their study of ancient Mesopotamia. The primary civilizations that emerged 

from the area - Sumer, Babylonia and Assyria, all had characteristics that distinguished them. Sumer gave us 

mathematical and scientific advancements that were astounding; Babylonia - through Hammurabi - gave us the 

foundation for modern civil law; and Assyria gave us the blueprint for modern warfare. The students were 

asked, in their most recent assessment, which one they'd prefer to live in. Their fact-based opinions were 

incredible, and displayed a level of critical thought that would've fit in to each of the aforementioned 

civilizations. Long may it last. 

 
 

Tenth Grade - Modern European History  
By: Richard Kruczek  (History Faculty)  
 

The students just finished the Age of Exploration. What struck me most about their questions - and exams - was 

the level of outrage they felt re: the genocide of our native peoples. Their essays were sharp, poignant and 

detailed, and every one displayed a sense of human dignity that blew me away. If their assessments are any 

indication, we're in good hands come future days.  

 

Eleventh Grade - Spanish and French IV  
By: Agustìn Melara (World Languages Faculty) 

 

The Spanish IV/AP class has been reading, Crónica de una muerte anunciada, by Gabriel García Márquez 

(Nobel Laureate, 1982). In this novel, students have been introduced to the fascinating concept of “Magic 

Realism”, a literary style in which magical elements are perceived as normal. Once the novel has been 

completed, the students will have to decide who is responsible for the murder of the protagonist, Santiago 

Nasar: the friends who murdered him or an entire society who knew of the assassins’ intentions but did 

nothing to prevent the crime. 

Besides studying le passé simple (a literary tense) the Juniors in French IV have been reading 

Saint-Exupéry’s most beloved novel, Le Petit Prince. This philosophical tale, which is intended adults, relates the 

story of a little prince who has fallen to Earth. His journey will guide him to what truly is essential in life. 

mailto:rkruczek@gardenschool.org
mailto:rkruczek@gardenschool.org
mailto:amelara@gardenschool.org

